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The History of the Weeping Icons

Sunday, 15 June 2008

http://stpaulhempstead.org/jlindex.php?option=com_content&task=blogsection&id=13&Itemid=49
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A tradition which took shape early and was defigite
established in the Sixth century reports that Shkielen, the
mother of Emperor Constantine, rediscovered nedgdima
the three crosses which served to execute Chribttlaa two
thieves. The healing of a dying woman permittedhBs
Makarios to recognize, as being the Lord's Crobs, dne
whose contact effected the miracle.

The Holy Cross was preserved in the Basilica of the
Resurrection until May 4, 614, the date on which Bersians
carried it away after having taken the city of $atam and
destroying the Basilica. In 628, Emperor Heracldefeated
Chosroes and brought the Holy Cross back to Jemmsal
Heraclius took the venerable wood upon his shosldard
carried it back to Calvary with great pomp. Acdogd to
legend, upon reaching the door of the church, theodtor,
magnificently dressed and wearing gold, was stopmedn
invisible force. Zachary, the Bishop of Jerusalesaid to him: "Be careful, Emperor, that with the
ornaments of triumph, you don't imitate sufficigrthe poverty of Jesus Christ and the humility withich
He carried His Cross." The Emperor laid aside bisrglid clothes to dress himself in an ordinaryaklo
and with bare feet, he was able to continue onvhaig

The site where tradition places the discovery ef Holy Cross by Saint Helen is venerated in
crypt of the Holy Resurrection, in Jerusalem. Tdoasnmemorative chapel was made form part of an an(
drain which existed in the time of Our Lord in Jalem. Filled up later on, it was used by Consta'gi
architects in the crypt of the basilica.

A part of the Cross, brought to Rome in the Sixthtary, was exposed for the veneration of

faithful by order of the oriental Pope Sergius876701), in the Church of the Savior.
That is why, equally in the East and the West félast of the Holy Cross had a considerable impodan
the liturgical calendar from this epoch. It is mameGood Friday which is a direct reference. Buigreas
the feast of Good Friday insists more on the histevent of Christ's Redemption, in His sufferiragsd
death, today's feast more particularly represemta$ the glorious aspect of this event, consedyehe
instrument of execution on which the Lord died.

The Church calls to mind for us in the Office thiel estament signs, the heralds of the Cross:
tree of Eden, by which we were lost (the Cross masant to save us); Noah's ark which accomplished
salvation of the just (the Cross affected the sémnsinners); Jacob crossing his hands to blessdns
Joseph; Moses extending his arms to open in theSRacdh door of salvation to the Israelites, theowviing
some wood into the waters of Mara to sweeten thiéerness; the same Moses striking the rock wigh
staff to make life-giving water spring forth, ancaping, with hands crossed, for the victory of fleavish
people over Amalec; the rod of Aaron; the brazempes#, the predisposition in the Cross taken by
Jewish people around the Ark of the covenant...

The Cross is the instrument of the passion, tha sfeon which the Lord rested His feet, the trof
of victory, the rampart of the Church, the curalbills, the honor of Christians.

Nevertheless, the texts of the Divine Liturgy maintstill more the spirit of the sorrowful Passi
of the Lord, abandoned by His Father on the Crasscandal for the Jews and a folly for the Gredisit
is, the pagans).

http://www.rongolini.com/synseptember.htm#Septei014
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MONDAY +BEGINNING OF THE |INCDICTION . Sr. SMEON STYLITE.
ORTHROD:15aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:15aMm

SUNDAY +SUNDAY BEFORE THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS
ORTHROD:15aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:30aMm

MONDAY +NATIVITY OF THE MOSTHOLY THEOTOKOS.
ORTHROD:15aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:15aMm

SUNDAY +EXALTATION OF THE CROSS
ORTHROD:15aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:30aMm

SUNDAY +SUNDAY AFTER THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS
ORTHROD:15aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:30aMm

SUNDAY +1°" SUNDAY OF L UKE. ST. CHARITON THE CONFESSOR
ORTHROD:15aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:30aMm

IS SEPTEMBER 1°" YOUR NAME DAY?2??

In the Synaxarion, we find the commemoration of
Holy Forty Virgins and Ascetics on Septembér 1

Their names are:ADAMANTINI , KALLIROI,
HARIKLEIA, PENELOPE, KLEO, THALIA,
MARIANTHI, EFTREPI, TERPSIHORI,
OURANIA, KLEONIKI, SAPPHO, ERATO,
POLYMNIA, DODONI, ATHENA, TROADA,
KLEOPATRA, KORALIA, KALLISTI, THEONOE,
THEANO, ASPASIA, POLYNIKI, DIONI,
THEOPHANI, ERASMIA, ERMENIA,
APHRODITE, MARGARITA, ANTIGIONE,
PANDORA, HAIDO, LAMPRO, MOSCHO,
ARIVIA, THEONYMPHI, AKRIVI, MELPOMENI
and ELPINIKI.







CAMP METAMORPHOSIS WEST 2008
GIMLI, MANITOBA

The campers and counselors and priests of Camp Meigohosis West 2008.
: 2008.

Every morning the campers would learn about theaith in the Orthodox Life sessions.
«




CAMP METAMORPHOSIS WEST 2008
GIMLI, MANITOBA

Every morning and evening the campers participaiadOrthros and Vespers.

Fr. Theodoros teaches Greek dancing.
. "




CAMP METAMORPHOSIS WEST 2008
GIMLI, MANITOBA

Counselor Michael Boote with his team.
Michael Boote

The priests — classmates and graduates of the TewaDrthodox Theological Academy — Rev. Fr. Theod§
Paraskevopoulos (Winnipeg); Rev. Fr. Nikolaos Tanki&(Thunder Bay); Rev. Fr. Michael Michael
(Saskatoon); Rev. Fr. John Kaoukakis (Edmonton) ait. Tim Prattas (National Youth Director).
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Fr. Vasile Catalin Tudora

At the dawn of Christianity, when the pagan religimns were still dominating the world, the few
Christians that were living in the Roman Empire wee called sometimes with the pejorative "body|
lovers". The reason was not a predisposition to inglge in sin, which they were far from, but the
simple fact of taking good care for the bodies otk loved ones that have passed away. The cult fdret
deceased was well developed even from the first ¢enes and the cemeteries had a great prominence
see the catacombs. The care for the dead was wad egpressed however just in the funerary rituals
but something even more profound was surfacing. Fothe pagan world, that was already regarding
with suspicion and misconception this small "Jewishsect" the most outrageous thing was that theg
Christian bodies were committed to earth, instead fousing the more common means of disposing @
the bodies at the times: cremation, the burning othe bodies.

You may ask why | am "digging" this old story after 2000 years? This theme is of out mos
importance nowadays because cremation gets more andore acceptance even among Christia
denominations. For the sake of a quick profit funeary companies openly advertise cremation as 1
quick and affordable procedure. Highway billboardsreading "Total cremation: $995!" are part of
the daily commute. We cannot stop but wonder what gartial cremation would be!

If I have to agree with one thing people say, funais today are not a cheap endeavor; howeve
money should not be the reason why people should abse cremation over traditional burial.
Especially since the Church recommends only properare and modest funerals, nothing extravagan
or out of the ordinary. Keeping the midway as alwag, the Orthodox Church recommends the burial
not just as a caprice but as a true expression ofuo belief in Christ and Resurrection, with deep
theological roots.

Going back to the beginning we recall that Man washaped in God's image through a speci
act of creation. "God formed man of the dust of theground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life; and man became a living soul."(Gen 2:7). Athe other creatures were brought into existence
with a simple "let there be", but God took the timeto fashion man with His own hands into what St.
Apostle Paul calls "the temple of the Holy Spirit" (1Co 6:19. Man was created at once as a uniq
being, body and soul, a dual unity: material and spitual. St. Gregory of Nazianz comments: "God
mixed earth with spirit and created a being which $ visible and invisible being, ephemeral ang
everlasting, earthly and heavenly in the same time"

To further emphasize the importance of the body Chist Himself, the Son of God, chose tq
show Himself to us as a Man, not as a spirit; beingorn in the world from a woman, like every one of
us. Christ also rose from the dead not as a spiriut again with the same body that was crucified ash
put into a tomb. His resurrected body was real, aliough spiritualized, showing all the marks of the
wounds to St. Thomas and the Apostles to put to reany doubt.

From Christ's example we should realize that our bdies are important even after our souls
have departed from them. Committing the bodies intdhe ground is to let God decide what is going tc
happen to them. Some will be corrupted and will desy returning into the earth from which they
came, others, chosen by God, the saints, will gotanincorruption. The miracle working relics of the
saints are the proof of the link between our bodieand our souls. In the grace of God the bodies dfi¢
saints remain in a mystical bond with their souls bing able to continue to perform miracles eve
after they have departed from this life.

If we believe in the second coming of Christ, thedulies are of great importance. The bodies
laid in the ground face the East waiting to respondoromptly to the calling of Christ, the Sun of
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righteousness, at His second glorious coming. Theyait to be reunited with their souls so, as complet
men again, body and soul, they will enter into th&ingdom of heaven.

Today's society however, has a different agenda. @apted by atheism and pagan beliefs, a
significant part of the population has stopped beéving in a personal God. A recent national surve
published in Dallas Morning News (June 24th 2008)eaveals that 30 percent of the interviewed
population, including many Christians, believe in @ impersonal God, an energy, a force, anything
but a person. Many people today also don't believia afterlife, so for them death is the end of theihe,
a point of no return. Bodies are therefore just a geless reminiscence of what once man was, nothi
more. Cremation therefore comes just as a practicalvay of disposing of dead and useless organ
matter.

For us, Orthodox Christians however, death is nottie end but is a new beginning. In all
funeral Orthodox services we never use the term ddabut rather passed unto the Lord. The saints
are commemorated not on their birth date, but on tle date of their death, the moment when thei
earthly endeavors were accepted into the kingdom difeaven. If we die with Christ, we believe we wil
be resurrected with Him, so death does not frightemis.

Our bodies are decomposing by the natural procesd decaying, but this is only to destroy the
corrupted nature of our bodies, so they can rise ain into incorruptibility. "So also the resurrection
of the dead. It is sown in corruption, it is raisedn incorruption; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in
glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in poweit is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiriual
body." (1Co 15:42-44).

Cremation is nothing else but a willful desecrationof God's creation, a falling from grace, a
rejection of a personal God that Himself took the ame human body we are so quick to destroy. This
is why the Church refuses a proper burial and memadal services to the people that have chosen to k
cremated. It is not a punishment, but a sad recogtion of a person cutting his or her ties with the
Body of Christ.

Committing the bodies to the ground according to outradition is in itself a declaration of faith. It is
a belief in an incarnate God, it is belief in the Rsurrection and in the Kingdom to come. Amin.

Fr. Vasile Tudora pastors St. John the Baptist Gke®rthodox Church in Euless, Texas.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
On the 16" of August was baptized the daughter of Ryan and Ch  ristine Witiluk, and was named Alina. NA
zisnm

GREEK SCHOOL FOR ADULTS - Greek School for dults this year begins on September 30 " and
continues on Tuesdays at the Church hall from 7:30-  9:30pm.

RTHODOX BIBLE STUDY SERIES

The Orthodox Bible Study Series is a new program it Fr. Nikolaos is currently designing for us to
better understand the Word of God and incorporate i into our daily lives, so we can come closer to
Him.

Every second Tuesday in the Church (unless otherwasndicated)
Tuesday, September 16 & 30
6.30pm — 7.30pm
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Because of the vicissitudes of time, the venerabéad of the holy Forerunner was lost for a thirdntie and
rediscovered in Comana of Cappadocia through a rletien to 'a certain priest, but it was found noas before, in
a clay jar, but in a silver vessel, and "in a sacrplace." It was taken from Comana to Constantinephnd was met

with great solemnity by the Emperor, the Patriarcdnd the clergy and people.




