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1) Non-Profit Housing 6:30 ;
2) !

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The Board of Directors invites all
of the members of the Gree
Orthodox Community to a
General Assembly on Sunda
November 9, 2008:

1) Non-Profit Housing at 6:30pm;
2) Community General Assembly thereafter.
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HOLY TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY

Sunday, November 30", 2008
1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

651 Beverly Street
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Donations of baking and/or items for our penny auct lon table
would be greatly appreciated and can be dropped off
at the church on Saturday, November 29 ™ between 12:00-3:00 or
Sunday morning November 30 ™.

Tickets available from any Philoptochos member,
at the church office or at the door.







By Dennis Prager

We are constantly reminded about the destructives@guences of religion -- intolerang
hatred, division, inquisitions, persecutions of rdies," holy wars. Though far from the who
story, they are, nevertheless, true. There have maamy awful consequences of religion.

What one almost never hears described are theedelet consequences of secularism --
terrible developments that have accompanied thakdmvn of traditional religion and belief i
God. For every thousand students who learn abautSghanish Inquisition and the Salem Wit
Trials, maybe two learn to associate Gulag, Austhwihe Cultural Revolution, and t
Cambodian genocide with secular regimes and idezsdog

For all the problems associated with belief in Gihat death of God leads to far more
them.

So, while it is not possible to prove (or dispro@)d's existence, what is provable is w
happens when people stop believing in God.

1. Without God there is no good and evil; there amby subjective opinions that we th
label "good" and "evil." This does not mean thatadimeist cannot be a good person. Nor doq
mean that all those who believe in God are goaetetiare good atheists and there are bad beliq
in God. It simply means that unless there is a fmaughority that transcends humans from wh
emanates an objective right and wrong, "right" &mwdong" no more objectively exist than ¢
"beautiful" and "ugly."

2. Without God, there is no objective meaning to. lifiée are all merely random creations
natural selection whose existence has no morengtripurpose or meaning than that of a pek
equally randomly produced.

3. Life is ultimately a tragic fare if there is no GoWe live, we suffer, we die -- so
horrifically, many prematurely -- and there is onlylivion afterward.

4. Human beings need instruction manuals. This sussfor acting morally and wisely as
is for properly flying an airplane. One's hearbften no better a guide to what is right and wrd
than it is to the right and wrong way to fly anpd@ine. The post-religious secular world claims
need no manual; the heart and reason are suffigiedes to leading a good life and to making
good world.

5. If there is no God, the kindest and most innoaéctims of torture and murder have
better a fate after death than do the most crutlrers and mass murderers. Only if there is a @
God do Mother Teresa and Adolf Hitler have diffdérites.

6. With the death of Judeo-Christian values in thestVmany Westerners believe in littl
That is why secular Western Europe has been ungilind therefore unable to confront e
whether it was Communism during the Cold War carfst totalitarians in its midst today.

7. Without God, people in the West often become Iresmore, rational. It was largely t
secular, not the religious, who believed in thenytirrational doctrine of Marxism. It was large
the secular, not the religious, who believed thahi:1iand women's natures are basically the s
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that perceived differences between the sexes asoahlly induced. Religious people in Jud
Christian countries largely confine their irratibheeliefs to religious beliefs (theology), whileet
secular, without religion to enable the non-ratidnaexpress itself, end up applying their irratb
beliefs to society, where such irrationalities duriense harm.

8. If there is no God, the human being has no frde Me is a robot, whose every action
dictated by genes and environment. Only if onetpdaiman creation by a Creator that transceg
genes and environment who implanted the abilitraoscend genes and environment can hu
have free will.

9. If there is no God, humans and "other" animalsadrequal value. Only if one posits th
humans, not animals, are created in the image df d@humans have any greater intrinsic sanc
than baboons. This explains the movement amongsécelarized elite to equate humans 4§
animals.

10. Without God, there is little to inspire people t¢oeate inspiring art. That is w
contemporary art galleries and museums are fillgt thart" that celebrates the scatological,
ugly and the shocking. Compare this art to Michg&o's art in the Sistine chapel. The lat
elevates the viewer -- because Michelangelo balienesomething higher than himself and hig
than all men.

11. Without God nothing is holy. This is definitiondoliness emanates from a belief in t
holy. This explains, for example, the far more \gpiead acceptance of public cursing in sec
society than in religious society. To the religiptigere is holy speech and profane speech. In
of secular society the very notion of profane spasenocked.

12. Without God, humanist hubris is almost inevitabfehere is nothing higher than ma
no Supreme Being, man becomes the supreme being.

13. Without God, there are no inalienable human riglgsolution confers no rights
Molecules confer no rights. Energy has no morakeoms. That is why America's Founders wr
in the Declaration of Independence that we are wedd'by our Creator" with certain inalienab
rights. Rights depend upon a moral source, a rigives.

14."Without God," Dostoevsky famously wrote, "allpsrmitted.” There has been plenty
evil committed by believers in God, but the widespt cruelties and the sheer number of innoc
murdered by secular regimes -- specifically Naasdtst and Communist regimes -- dwarfs the
done in the name of religion.

As noted at the beginning, none of this provesswan necessarily argues for, God's existenc
makes the case for the necessity, not the existeficgod. "Which God?" the secularist will as
The God of Israel, the God of America's foundetBe "Holy God who is made holy by justic
(Isaiah), the God of the Ten Commandments, the Wurldemands love of neighbor, the God
endows all human beings with certain inalienabddts, the God who is cited on the Liberty B
because he is the author of liberty. That is thd @&ing referred to here, without whom we will
vanquished by those who believe in less noble daath, secular and divine.

Dennis Prager hosts a nationally syndicated ra@il show based in Los Angeles. He is the auth@mwfbooks, most recently "Happiness ig
Serious Problem" (HarperCollins). His website iswuadennisprager.com. To find out more about DenmégPr, visit the Creators Syndicat
Web page at www.creators.com.

The weather shifts from cloudy to clear and then bek to rain; thus it is with human nature. One mustalways expect
clouds to hide the sun sometimes. Even the saintave had their dark hours, days and weeks. They sahen that "God

has left them" in order that they may know truly how utterly wretched they are of themselves, withouHis support. These
times of darkness, when all seems meaningless, ddious and vain, when one is beset by doubt and tetations, are
inevitable. But even these times can be harvestearfgood.
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SUNDAY +5TH SUNDAY OF LUKE. srs. Akynomnos, PEGASIUS& ELPIDIFOROS
ORTHRO:15aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:30aMm

SATURDAY +SYNAXIS OF THE ARCHANGELS MICHAEL & G ABRIEL .
ORTHROD:15aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:15aMm

SUNDAY +7TH SUNDAY OF LUKE. sr. NexTARIOS OFAEGINA.
ORTHROD:15aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:30aMm

THURSDAY +ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM. ST. DAMASKINOS.
ORTHROD:15aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:15aMm

SUNDAY +8TH SUNDAY OF LUKE. sr. MATTHEW THE APOSTLE ANDEVANGELIST.
ORTHRO:15aM, DIVINE LITURGY 10:30aMm

FRIDAY +THE ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS IN THE TEMPLE.
ORTHROD:15aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:15aMm

SUNDAY +9™ SUNDAY OF LUKE. Sr. AvPHILOCHIOSBISHOP OFIKONIO.

YOUTH SUNDAY.
ORTHROD:15AM, DIVINE LITURGY
AND BLESSING OF THE.OAVES10:30aM

TUESDAY +ST. KATHERINE THE _GREAT MARTYR.
"ORTHRO9:15AM, DIVINE LITURGY10:15AM

SUNDAY +13TH SUNDAY OF LUKE. sr. ANbrew THEFIRST-CALLED APOSTLE
ORTHRO:15aM, DIVINE LITURGY 10:30aMm

" RTHODOX STUDY SERIES

The Orthodox Bible Study Series is a program that E Nikolaos is currently designing
for us to better understand the Word of God in Orthodoxy and incorporate it into our
daily lives, so we can come closer to Him.

Every second Tuesday in the Church (unless otherwasndicated)
6:30pm — 7:30pm

Tuesday, November 11
Tuesday, November 25
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ORTHODOXY AROUND THE WORLD — Asheville, North Carol _ina — Orthodoxy has a blessing
for everything, including motorcycles. Picture taken at the Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos

Monastery near Asheville, NC.




