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· OUR YOUTH EXTEND AN INVITATION FOR ALL TO COME 
AND WORSHIP THE LORD TOGETHER ON THIS SPECIAL 

DAY.  
· THERE WILL BE A SPECIAL “B LESSING OF THE 

LOAVES (� ��������� ) SERVICE TO COMMEMORATE 

THE YOUTH OF OUR COMMUNITY. 
· OUR YOUTH WILL BE HOSTING A SMALL LUNCHEON 

FOR US IN THE CHURCH HALL AFTER THE DIVINE 

LITURGY. 
· PARENTS AND GODPARENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO 

BRING THEIR CHILDREN ON THIS SPECIAL DAY ! MAY 
THE LORD CONTINUE TO WATCH OVER AND BLESS 

OUR YOUTH! 
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HOLY TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH  
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Sunday December 2nd, 2007 
1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

 651 Beverly Street  
 

&�'%$$%���%$�( )���%�������*�����(!)���������������&�'%$$%���%$�( )���%�������*�����(!)���������������&�'%$$%���%$�( )���%�������*�����(!)���������������&�'%$$%���%$�( )���%�������*�����(!)��������������� ����
+�%	����� �,������+�%	����� �,������+�%	����� �,������+�%	����� �,�����������-��������-��������-��������-��� ����

 
 

DONATIONS OF BAKING AND/OR ITEMS FOR OUR PENNY AUCT ION TABLE 
WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIATED AND CAN BE DROPPED OFF  
AT THE CHURCH ON SATURDAY DEC. 1 ST BETWEEN 12:00-3:00 OR 

SUNDAY MORNING DEC. 2ND. 
 
 
 
 

Tickets available from any Philoptochos member,  
at the church office or at the door.�

�
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St. John, who since the sixth century has been called 

Chrysostom or golden mouthed, was born in Antioch of a 
noble Christian family between 344 and 354 AD. He was 
brought up by his widowed mother and received the best 
education that Antioch could offer. He studied philosophy 
under Andragathius, rhetoric under the celebrated Libanius, 
and theology under Diodore of Tarsus. He became a monk by 
375 and lived in a mountain community not far from Antioch. 
He nearly ruined his health through austerities and the damp 
conditions of his cave hermitage. He returned to Antioch in 
381, was ordained deacon by Bishop Meletius, and served the 
local church until his ordination as priest in 386 by Bishop 
Flavian, the successor of Meletius. He then became the 
bishop's special assistant, particularly for the temporal care 
and spiritual instruction of the numerous Christian poor of the city. 

St. John soon distinguished himself a preacher and commentator on the Epistles of St. Paul and the 
Gospels of Matthew and John (386-397). He insisted in the Antiochene tradition on the literal meaning of 
Holy Scripture and its practical application to the problems of the time. Hence much of his work has 
relevance today also. 

In 397, after the death of Archbishop Nectarius of Constantinople, Emperor Arcadius wished St. 
John to be chosen in his place. An envoy was sent to secretly detach John from Antioch, for fear of popular 
opposition. Theophilus, Archbishop of Alexandria consecrated him on February 398. John was the 
somewhat unwilling recipient of episcopal consecration at the hands of the at least equally unwilling 
Theophilus. 

As Metropolitan of Constantinople, John immediately set about a much-needed reform of the court, 
clergy and laity. He reduced the customary spending of his own household in favour of the poor and 
hospitals. He enacted severe discipline for the clergy and attacked the behaviour, the clothes, and the make-
up of the women at court. He also criticized those Christians who had been to the races on Good Friday and 
to the games in the stadium on Holy Saturday. 

In 401 AD, at a synod in Ephesius, he deposed six bishops, with the result that all forces opposed to 
him, at home and abroad, consolidated in a united effort to destroy him. The Empress Eudoxia regarded his 
drive for moral reform as a personal attack on herself. Meanwhile Theophilus made common cause with the 
empress and organized a cabal of 36 bishops, which assembled at Chalcedon in 403, as the Synod of the 
Oak. The synod condemned St. John unheard. He was charged on a series of more or less false charges, was 
also accused of treason for calling Eudoxia 'Jezebel', was dropped from his see, and asked for his 
banishment. Arcadius exiled John to Bithynia, but an earthquake in Constantinople terrified him and he 
recalled John the next day. John resumed his plain speaking, which again enraged Eudoxia; Theophilus 
intrigued against him with appeals to an Arian council of Antioch, and John was again banished, this time 
for resuming the duties of a see from which he had been 'lawfully deposed'. This took place on June 9, 404 
AD; although his own people and many bishops supported him, he was exiled, first to Curusus in Armenia, 
where he remained three years, and then to Pontus, where he was killed by enforced travel in bad weather, 
on foot and in spite of repeated pleas of exhaustion. He died on September 14, 407 AD. Thirty-one years 
later his body was taken back to Constantinople and reburied in the church of the Apostles. 

        http://home.it.net.au/~jgrapsas/pages/chrysostom.htm 
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THURSDAY 1 +STS. KOSMAS AND DAMIEN THE UNMERCENARIES . 

    ORTHROS 9:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY 10:15AM  
 

SUNDAY   4 +5TH
 SUNDAY OF LUKE.  ST. IOANNIKIOS THE RIGHTEOUS. 

ORTHROS 9:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY 10:30AM 
 

THURSDAY 8 +SYNAXIS OF THE BODILESS POWERS M ICHAEL & G ABRIEL .
    ORTHROS 9:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY 10:15AM 

 

SUNDAY  11 +8TH
 SUNDAY OF LUKE.  ST. MINA THE MARTYR. 

  ORTHROS 9:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY 10:30AM 
 

TUESDAY  13 +ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM. ST. DAMASKINOS. 
    ORTHROS 9:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY 10:15AM 
 

SUNDAY  18 +9TH
  SUNDAY OF LUKE.  ST. PLATO THE GREAT MARTYR. 

ORTHROS 9:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY  10:30AM 
 

SUNDAY   25 +13TH
  SUNDAY OF LUKE.  ST. KATHERINE THE GREAT M ARTYR . 

YOUTH SUNDAY.   
� � � � ORTHROS 9:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY  

AND BLESSING OF THE LOAVES 10:30AM  
 

FRIDAY   30 +ST. ANDREW THE FIRST-CALLED APOSTLE. 
    ORTHROS 9:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY 10:15AM 

�

� RTHODOX BIBLE STUDY SERIES   
 

The Orthodox Bible Study Series is a new program that Fr. Nikolaos is currently 
designing for us to better understand the Word of God and incorporate it into our 

daily lives, so we can come closer to Him. 
 

Every second Tuesday in the Church (unless otherwise indicated) 
6:30pm – 7:30pm 

 
 
 

Tuesday, November 6 
Tuesday, November 13 
Tuesday, November 27����
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Women's Ordination 
By Frederica Matthewes-Green 

Controversy over the ordination of woman has plagued many denominations, but it hasn’t raised 
similar furor in the Orthodox Church. This is thanks to our way of approaching such issues: if the early 
church kept unbroken consensus on a matter, we will continue it. Consensus is not obvious in every issue, 
but it is here. For 20 centuries stretching backward, there have been no women priests.  

There were plenty of women preachers, however. I’ve preached at worship services in Orthodox 
churches, myself. 

We have some semantic confusion here, because many things Protestants consider restricted to 
clergy are done by Orthodox laity. We have women saints who were missionary evangelists, church-
planters, teachers, healers, preachers, apologists, spiritual mothers, counselors, miracle-workers, martyrs, 
iconographers, hymnographers, and theologians. Holy women do virtually everything men do, except stand 
at the altar. That leaves them rest of the world, which is where most of God’s work gets done.  

St. Theodora the Empress exercised authority over both men and women, and brought a triumphant 
end to the destruction of icons. St. Nina, a 14-year-old slave, evangelized the entire nation of Georgia. St. 
Mary Magdalene, St. Helen, and others are called “Equal to the Apostles.” St. Catherine and St. Perpetua 
were brilliant debaters. So I don’t mind if Protestant denominations want to ordain women. Many times, this 
just means allowing them to do things Orthodox women have always done.  

But even if we know our Church’s destination on this question, we still don’t know how they got 
there. Strangely enough, in the writings of the early church the question never comes up. It seems it just was 
never controversial. Throughout the ages, Orthodox women and men found the all-male priesthood a 
satisfactory, maybe even a positive, thing. How can we see what they saw?  

I don’t think we’ll get much help from the usual arguments. Opponents of women’s ordination often 
start by citing St. Paul’s requirement that women be submissive and silent in church (I Tim 2:11-15 and I 
Cor 14:34-35). Yet this can’t mean utter silence, because Paul honors many women in active ministry, like 
the deaconess Phoebe (Romans 16:1), and he hails Euodia, Synteche (I Cor 4:2-3) and Prisca (Rom 16:3) as 
synergoi (fellow-workers) in the gospel. Vocal prophetesses span the bible, from Moses’ sister Miriam (Ex 
15:20) to the four daughters of St. Philip (Acts 21:9). The prophetess Anna spoke out in the temple, telling 
everyone about the child Christ (Lk 2:36-38). 

When read in context, it sounds like St. Paul is concerned about disorder in worship. In I Timothy, 
he admonishes men to pray “without anger or quarrelling” and tells women to be “in hesychia,” a state of 
prayerful stillness. In I Corinthians, Paul says it is “disgraceful” when women talk in church, and equally 
“disgraceful” when they pray without wearing a veil. Yet few who stand on the former text insist that 
women wear veils in church.  

Here’s another argument: a priest must be male because he represents Christ. When I was attending 
a mainline seminary and aiming toward ordination myself, I would say, sure, Christ was male, and he was 
also Jewish, and a certain height and hair color. Why is only his maleness indispensable? Surely the fact that 
he was Jewish is even more significant, but we don’t exclude from ordination people who don’t have Jewish 
genes.  

We don’t find this argument used in the early church; in fact, early Christians reflected very little on 
why Christ was male. Instead, they emphasized the fact that he was human. As Bp. Kallistos Ware points 
out, Christ’s maleness isn’t even mentioned in the hymns appointed for the Feast of the Circumcision, which 
would seem the likeliest spot. There might be good practical and theological reasons why Jesus was born 
male, but the early church did not explore them. 

Another familiar line goes, “But we’re not putting women down. Women and men are equal. They 
just have different roles.” Okay, but this still doesn’t answer the question. Sure, every person has a unique 
calling, and every role is “different” from every other. What is it about the priesthood that requires 
maleness? 
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In 1988 an Orthodox consultation met in Rhodes and considered some aspects of women’s 
ministries. They recommended resuming the lapsed practice of ordaining women deacons, and they 
suggested that in the all-male priesthood there was a correspondence between the priest and Christ, and 
between the Virgin Mary Theotokos and the Church.  

But they were reluctant to explain too much: “We are in a sphere of profound, almost indescribable 
experience of the inner ethos of the world-saving and cosmic dimensions of Christian truth.”  

Not everyone is satisfied with ineffability. When you wonder why there’s this pattern of all-male 
ordination, some people have a ready answer: it’s because the early Christians were dumb. We know better 
now. Somehow the concept of evolution leaks over from biology to theology, and it’s presumed that our 
generation is what the Holy Spirit was aiming at when he came out with flawed prototypes like St. Macrina 
and St. John Chrysostom.  

I suspect the reverse is true, and that we’re blind to some spiritual realities that were obvious to 
earlier Christians. Take the value of male and female virginity, for example. I once spent a year reading 
intensively about saints, and at the end I was convinced that earlier generations knew something we don’t. 
They knew that virginity is a source of great spiritual power.  

(Christianity isn’t alone in valuing virginity; other great world religions also consecrate male and 
female monastics. I like the line in the film “Keeping the Faith” where, after a series of nosy questions about 
celibacy, a Catholic priest mutters, “They sure don’t ask the Dalai Lama those questions.”)  

When it comes to understanding the power of virginity or gender differences or anything else related 
to sex, there’s a good chance we just won’t get it. We live under the bombardment of continual targeted, 
intoxicating messages about sex, which present it in a radically anti-wholistic way, as if it’s something that 
happens to an empty body. Consumer-culture sex is an isolated mechanical act with no relation to a person’s 
past, future, emotions, relationships, or health. But in reality, sex always occurs in a complete embodied life, 
one humming with ceaseless spiritual and emotional activity. In this windstorm of messages, two significant 
truths are being suppressed: that the underlying urge is still to reproduce; and that sex requires a lot of 
vulnerability, so the most desired quality in a partner is trust. 

Since we can’t understand sex in the instinctive, body-deep ways our ancestors did, it’s natural that 
we won’t understand sex differences. We don’t see any more how savory and good these differences are. 
While you could sort humans in many ways–by height or shoe size or age–the all-time favorite is by sex. 
We just get a kick out of gender differences, even though most of the human body plan is shared by men 
and women alike. It’s the distinctives that we highlight: women’s clothes suggest an hourglass figure no 
matter what shape the lady inside, while men’s jackets are enhanced by brawny padded shoulders. After a 
birth the first thing we want to know is “Boy or girl?,” and lumpy, indistinguishable newborns are stuffed 
into baseball costumes or palest pink. We pass along gender-based jokes, because clumsy stereotypes point 
toward something that fascinates and delights us. The difference between the sexes is the most cheerful and 
exhilarating thing we know: it’s where babies come from. The difference between the sexes is how we 
partner with God in the creation of life.  

If we can’t understand the difference between male and female, we sure can’t understand what 
previous generations knew about the value of an all-male priesthood. I can only hope that some future 
generation will regain the peace and clarity we’ve lost, and be able once again recognize and enunciate this 
mystery.  

Frederica Mathewes-Green is a wide-ranging author, whose work has appeared in such diverse publications as the Washington Post, Christianity 
Today, Smithsonian, the Los Angeles Times, First Things, Books & Culture, Sojourners, Touchstone, and the Wall Street Journal. She is a regular columnist for 
the multifaith web magazine Beliefnet.com, and she writes movie reviews for National Review Online. In the past, her commentaries have been heard on National 
Public Radio’s All Things Considered and Morning Edition. Her essays were selected for Best Christian Writing in 2000, 2002, 2004, and 2006. She has published 
8 books and over 600 articles.  

She has also appeared as a speaker over 400 times, at places like Yale, Harvard, Princeton, Wellesley, Cornell, Calvin, Baylor, and Westmont; at the 
Smithsonian Institute, the Aspen Institute, Washington National Cathedral, the Los Angeles Times Book Festival, the American Academy of Religion, the Veritas 
Forum, the Family Research Council, and the National Right to Life Committee.  

She has been interviewed on PrimeTime Live, the Diane Rehm Show, the 700 Club, PBS, CNN, NBC, Fox News, and by Time, Newsweek, the New 
Republic, USA Today, the Chicago Tribune, the Philadelphia Inquirer, and the New York Times.  

She lives with her husband, the Rev. Gregory Mathewes-Green, in Baltimore, MD, where he is pastor and she is “Khouria” (“Mother”) of the church 
they founded, Holy Cross Orthodox Church. Their three children are grown and married, and they have 9 grandchildren. Since 1997, Frederica has been recording 
books for the blind with the Radio Reading Network of Maryland. 
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BARTHOLOMEW  
ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE, 

NEW ROME AND 
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH 

 

His All Holiness, BARTHOLOMEW, Archbishop of Constantinople, New Rome and Ecumenical 
Patriarch is the 270th successor of the 2,000 year-old local Christian Church founded by St. Andrew. As a 
citizen of Turkey, Patriarch Bartholomew’s personal experience provides him a unique perspective on the 
continuing dialogue among the Christian, Islamic and Jewish worlds. He works to advance reconciliation 
among Catholic, Muslim and Orthodox communities, such as in former Yugoslavia, and is supportive of 
peace building measures to diffuse global conflict in the region. 
      As Archbishop of Constantinople and New Rome, Patriarch Bartholomew occupies the First Throne 
of the Orthodox Christian Church and presides in a fraternal spirit among all the Orthodox Primates. The 
Ecumenical Patriarch has the historical and theological responsibility to initiate and coordinate actions 
among the Churches of Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem, Russia, Serbia, Romania, Bulgaria, Georgia, 
Cyprus, Greece, Poland, Albania, The Czech Land and Slovakia, Finland, Estonia, and numerous 
archdioceses in the old and new worlds. This includes the convening of councils or meetings, facilitating 
inter-church and inter-faith dialogues and serving as the primary expresser of Church unity as a whole. As 
Ecumenical Patriarch he transcends every national and ethnic group on a global level and today is the 
spiritual leader of approximately 250 million faithful world-wide.  
      The Greek Orthodox Church of America was founded as an Archdiocese of the Ecumenical Throne 
in 1922. As such, the Archdiocese of America is an eparchy of the Ecumenical Patriarch. The Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese is blessed to have as its Primate ad Patriarchal, His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, 
who was elected Archbishop in 1999 by the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.  
      In his person, Patriarch Bartholomew represents the memory of the life and sacrifice of the martyred 
Orthodox Church of the 20th Century. After ascending the Ecumenical Throne in 1991, he journeyed 
throughout the Orthodox and non-Orthodox world bringing a message of restoration and renewed hope. He 
has presided over the restoration of the Autocephalous Church of Albania and Autonomous Church of 
Estonia, and as been a constant source of spiritual and moral support to those traditionally Orthodox 
countries emerging from decades of wide scale religious persecution behind the Iron Curtain. The Patriarch 
is a living witness to the world of Orthodoxy’s painful and redemptive struggle for religious freedom and to 
the innate dignity of humankind.  
      Patriarch Bartholomew strives earnestly to prepare the Orthodox Church for its continuing role as a 
mediator between East and West. In his capacity as Ecumenical Patriarch, he has three times convened the 
leaders of the self-governing Orthodox Churches around the globe, challenging them to vigorously pursue 
solutions to the challenges of the new millennium, for example, by categorically condemning nationalism 
and fanaticism. Together with His All Holiness Pope John Paul II, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew has 
supported progress toward the reconciliation of the Roman Catholic and Orthodox Christian Churches.  
      Patriarch Bartholomew’s roles as the primary spiritual leader of the Orthodox Christian world and a 
transnational figure of global significance continue to become more vital each day. He co-sponsored the 
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Peace and Tolerance Conference in Istanbul (1994) bringing together Christians, Muslims and Jews. Most 
noted are his efforts in environmental awareness, which have earned him the title “Green Patriarch.” He has 
organized environmental seminars in co-sponsorship with His Royal Highness Prince Philip, and 
international environmental symposia on Patmos (1995) and around the Black Sea (1997). Since 1999 three 
other Religion, Science and the Environment International Symposia took place under the joint auspices of 
His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and His Excellency Mr. Romano Prodi, President of 
the European Commission: Symposium III, which sailed down the Damude River; Symposium IV: “The 
Adriatic Sea: A Sea at Risk, a Unity of Purpose” (June 2002) and Symposium V: “The Baltic Sea: A 
Common Heritage, A Shared Responsibility” (June 2003). These endeavours, together with his inspiring 
efforts on behalf of religious freedom and human rights, rank Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew among the 
world’s foremost apostles of love, peace and reconciliation for humanity, a reason for which he was 
awarded the Congressional Gold Medal by the U.S. Congress. 

BIOGRAPHICAL PROFILE:  

 IS ALL HOLINESS ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW  

· Born: Dimitrios Arhondonis, February 29, 1940, Island of Imvros (Gokceada), Turkey. 
· Primary Education: Elementary and secondary education on Imvros and in Istanbul. 
· Formal Education: Theological School of Halki, graduated with highest honours (1961). 
· Ordinations: August 13, 1961, Holy Diaconate, receiving the ecclesiastical name Bartholomew; 

October 19, 1969, Holy Priesthood; Christmas 1973, Metropolitan of Philadelphia (Asia 
Minor);January 14, 1990, Enthronement as Metropolitan of Chalcedon; October 22, 1991, 
Elected 270th Archbishop of Constantinople, New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch; 
November 2, 1991, Enthronement in the Patriarchal Cathedral in the Phanar. 

· Scholarships: 1963-1968 Awarded by the Ecumenical Patriarchate for study at the Pontifical 
Oriental Institute, Rome; the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Switzerland; and at the University 
of Munich, specializing in Canon Law.  

· Doctorates: The Pontifical Oriental Institute (Gregorian University). Thesis titled “The 
Codification of the Holy Canons and the Canonical Constitutions in the Orthodox Church.” 

· Honorary Doctorates: University of Athens School of Theology, Theological Academy of 
Moscow, University of Crete School of Philosophy, City University (London), Aegean 
University (Department of Environmental Studies), The Orthodox Theological Institute of Saint 
Sergius (Paris), Aix-en-Provence University (Doctorate of Canon Law), the Faculty of Divinity 
of the University of Edinburgh, the University of Louvain, Flinders University (Australia), 
University of Salonika (two branches of the School of Theology, Law, Philosophy and Forestry), 
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology (Boston), Georgetown University (Washington 
D.C.), Tufts University (Boston), Southern Methodist University (Dallas), Yale University (New 
Haven), St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary (Scarsdale, New York), St. Andrew’s 
College (Winnipeg, Canada), Universities of Bucharest and Ia<i (Romania), Sherbrooke 
University (Toronto), Adamson University (Manila, Philippines), Exeter University (Exeter, 
U.K.), University of Thessalia (Greece), University of Batum (Georgia). Many other academic 
institutions have announced the decisions of their faculties to honour Patriarch Bartholomew 
with an honorary doctorate. 

· Awards: The U.S. Congressional Gold Medal (1997), honorary medals from various Orthodox 
Churches, the highest decoration bestowed by the Presidents of Lebanon, Romania, Greece, 
Estonia, and Hungary. The Sophie Foundation Award (Oslo, June 2002). The Binding 
Foundation Award (Vaduz, December 2002). 

· Military Service: 1961-1963 Reserve officer in the Turkish Army. 
· Positions: Assistant Dean of the Theological School of Halki (1968); Director Private Patriarchal 

Office (1972); Member of the Holy and Sacred Synod (since 1974). 
· Languages: Greek, Turkish, Latin, French, English, Italian, and German. 
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ORTHODOXY AROUND THE WORLD – ALASKA - The Reliquary of St. Herman of Alaska  
St. Herman of Alaska, the first "American" saint, was the first to bring Orthodoxy to this continent. He came to America 
as a young monk in 1794 as part of the original Russian Orthodox mission to Alaska. He lived there until his repose, 
and for more than four decades taught the natives by word and example. With his own severe asceticism a secret, he 
ministered to both physical and spiritual needs of the people. And his memory is preserved, fresh and personal, 
among their descendents to this day. Ironically, however, he is unknown to so many other Americans. By his prayers 
may we, also, truly receive the Gospel he brought and follow the way that he taught. 
 

 

 


