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PENTECOSTARION 2009 
 

�  The 50 days of Pentecost are from (Pascha) April 19th to (Sunday of Pentecost) June 7th. 
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�  NO fasting from Sunday of Pentecost until the Sunday of All Saints. 
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�  Apostles’ Fast begins on June 15th for 14 days. 
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���  2009 
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�  *+�,��-./012�3-2�4153-678392�1:5;+�;<=�37�4>8?;�#�@�A<0+B:7C$�/D2�3-�EC0+;69�3-2�4153-678392�#��F7C5:7C$G�
�

�� �A<0+B:7C� EC0+;69�37C�HD.>�
��I;J7C � EC0+;69�3D5�IC07K=0D5�
���I;J7C � EC0+;69�37C�4;0;BC3+67L�
���I;J7C � EC0+;69�3-2�M;.;01:3+N72��
� �I;J7C � EC0+;69�37C�OCKB7L�

�"�I;J7C�#4/.<3-$ � P�A5>B-Q+2�37C�EC0:7C�
���I;J7C � EC0+;69�3D5�AR:D5�4;3/0D5�
��F7C5:7C� EC0+;69�3-2�4153-678392�

�
�  A<=�3-5�EC0+;69�3-2�4153-678392�/D2�3-�EC0+;69�3D5�AR:D5�4>53D5S�N15�5-831L7C.1G�

�
� �F7C5:7C� EC0+;69�3D5�AR:D5�4>53D5�

�
�  P�5-831:;�3D5�AR:D5�A<783=BD5�;0?:T1+������� ��,�F7C5:7C�6;+�31B1+U51+��"�F7C5:7C�#� �-./012$G�
�
�

� RTHODOX STUDY SERIES 
 

The Orthodox Study Series is a program that Fr. Nikolaos is currently 
designing for us to better understand the Word of God in Orthodoxy and 
incorporate it into our daily lives, so we can come closer to Him. 

 
Every second Tuesday in the Church (unless otherwise indicated) 

6:30pm – 7:30pm 
 

Tuesday, May 5 
Tuesday, May 26 
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���  �������  ����  ���  	
���
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  ��������
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�����  �  

�

�����  ���  ������  �������
�  ����� , ���  �����  ���  ���������
����� . 	��  
����  
�����  �  �����  ���  ���������
�����  ����  �  ������  �����  ���  �������  
�

������  ���  	����������
������  
��  �
��������  
��  �
��  ����  ������  
���  ��� �  ���� . !��  ����  
�����  ����  ��  ����"�  ���  #
 ���  ���  $�������
  
��"���  (	�% . 26) ��
  	����������
  ���%
���������
  ���  ��  ���  ��  �������  
�
��
�  ��
  ��������� , ����  ��������  �����  ���  ���������
����  ��
  ���
�  
903 ����  ���  ��
  ����
  ��
��
  ����  	��������������� , �����  ������  ���  
�����  ��
  �����  �  ��������  
���  ���  ����  ��
  �
��
�������  &������  '� ’ ��
  
'�%��  (11 ��(�
  903). �
��  
������  ���  ����������  �������%�  ��
  �������  
�����
������ , ��
  
������)����  ���
�����  �������  
��  
� ������  ��  ���  

������  ����"���  )
�������  �������� , ���  �  �
��
�����  ��  ���*  ���  ������  ��  ��  �������  )�����
�  ��
  
��������  
��  ���  �
������  ��
  "�
������  ���  ��  ����  �������  ���  ��  ����)�  ����  ���  ��
  ����
  ��
��
 , ���
  
 �  ��������  �   ���  �����
���� . '�  ����  �% ���  �  ��������  ��  ���  
�%����  ���  ��������� , 
��  )�������  
��  
����������  ����������  ��������  ����  ��� . +   ���  �����
����  ��������  ��  ���  �
�� �  ����  �������  ������  
)
�������  ������������� . ����  ���  �
���  �  �
��
�����  ���� ���  �����
�� , ���  �����  ����
� ���  
��  �  
���������� . 	��  ����  �  )�������  
��  ���  ���
%�����  ��
  ��� �
�  «���  �������  
��  ��� ���  �����
�  �  ,���  
������  ���  )��������  
�-� » 
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Love, Sex & Mammon 
Hard Times, Hard Truths & the Economics of the Christian Family 

 
We are not, we pray, on the verge of another Great Depression. Still, we see signs of economic 

failure all around us. Stores in the strip malls we drive past every day advertise “going out of business” 
sales. Those of us who are pastors know church members who have lost jobs, and we weekly see the faces 
of others who fear that the next pink slip belongs to them. 

Some Christians, on the Left and on the Right, would tell us that economic matters are of paramount 
concern right now. They would assert that we’ve no time for the “luxury” of “culture war” discussions 
about “abstinence” or divorce or “gender roles” or other such matters. Instead, they tell us, we should 
concentrate on tax cuts or economic stimulus projects or Wall Street bailouts or home ownership. 

They’re wrong. 
They’re wrong not only because the family is, ultimately, more important than the marketplace, but 

also because the two are interconnected. They’re wrong also because, as Marxists and hyper-capitalists both 
correctly grasp (though wrongly apply), man as an economic being cannot be abstracted from other aspects 
of life. 

A time of economic crisis is, therefore, a time for the Church to reconsider—and re-imagine—her 
priorities. The first step is to recognize that one of the roots of the family crisis all around us—in the pews 
we sit in or preach to every week—is the wallet in our own back pocket. 

Consuming Ourselves to Death 
It is no accident, after all, that our Ancient Foe first appears in Holy Scripture as a snake—imagery 

that follows the devil all through the canon to the closing vision of the Revelation to St. John. As 
philosopher Leon Kass puts it, “For the serpent is a mobile digestive tract that swallows its prey whole; in 
this sense the serpent stands for pure appetite.” Indeed he does—and the whole of Scripture and of Christian 
tradition warns the Church against the way of the appetites, the way of consuming oneself to death. 

We are commanded away from the path of Esau, who sells his inheritance for a pile of red stew 
(Heb. 12:16–17). We’re directed away from the god of the belly (Phil. 3:19). From the Tree in the garden to 
the wilderness beyond the Jordan to the present hour, the people of God are tempted to turn their digestive 
or reproductive tracts away from the mystery of Christ and toward the self as god. 

This is true in any era, but there is a special danger, it seems, for those of us living in an era of 
unparalleled affluence. We have become the people Jesus warned us about. Whether Irish Catholics or 
Appalachian Baptists or Armenian Orthodox, too many of us want desperately to distance ourselves from 
our blue-collar, economically impoverished roots, and more and more wish to be seen as affluent, upwardly 
mobile, and politically influential. But this has come with a cost. 

Too many of our churches, too many of us, have made peace with the sexual revolution and the 
familial chaos left in its wake precisely because we made peace, long before, with the love of money. We 
wish to live with the same standard of living as the culture around us (there is no sin in that), but we are 
willing to get there by any means necessary. 

Why does the seemingly godly church member in one of our congregations or parishes drive his 
pregnant teenage daughter to the nearest city under cover of darkness to obtain an abortion? Because, no 
matter how much he “votes his values,” when crisis hits, he wants his daughter to have a “normal” life. He 
is “pro-life,” with, as one feminist leader put it, three exceptions: rape, incest, and my situation. 

Why do Christian parents, contra St. Paul’s clear admonition in 1 Corinthians 7, encourage their 
young adult children to delay marriage, sometimes for years past the time it would take to discern whether 
this union would be of the Lord? Why do we smilingly tell them to wait until they can “afford” it? It is 
because, to our shame, we deem fornication a less awful reality than financial hardship. 
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Why do our pastors and church leaders speak bluntly about homosexuality but not about divorce? 
Because, in many cases, they know the faces of the divorced people in the pews before them—and they fear 
losing the membership statistics or the revenue those faces represent. 

Why do we speak endlessly about marital communication and “love languages” but never address 
the question of whether institutionalized day care is good for children, or for their parents? It’s because 
pastors know that couples would reply that they could never afford to live on the provision of the husband 
alone. And they’re almost always right—if living means living in the neighborhoods in which they now live 
with the technologies they now have. Why do we never ask whether it might be better to live in a one-
bedroom apartment or a trailer park than to outsource the rearing of one’s children? It’s because the 
American way of life seems so normal to us that such things do not even seem to be options at all. 

More Than Acquisition 
Perhaps it’s time to ask whether Ralph Nader (yes, that Ralph Nader) is right that television 

advertising is a threat to the family order, since “corporations have decided that kids under twelve are a 
lucrative market, and they sell directly to them, subverting parental authority.” Could it be that Ronald 
McDonald and digitalized talking “Christian” vegetable cartoons are as erosive of the family as the cultural 
rot we are accustomed to denouncing? Could it be that the consumer culture we mimic in our own churches 
and denominational programs is, in reality, just as hedonistic as a truck-stop peep show? 

Perhaps the economic crisis is momentary. Perhaps jobs will return more quickly than we assume, 
foreclosures will stall, investment portfolios will bounce back. We hope so. A time of economic shaking, 
however, offers the Church the opportunity to call us away from captivity to the appetites, to reconsider 
some of our hidden assumptions. 

Maybe it will teach us to teach our people to live within their means, to stand by their words, to love 
their families, and to be content with lives of godliness and dignity. As extended families come together, as 
churches band together to care for those “reduced in force” from their jobs, perhaps we’ll be forced to 
abandon the illusions of ourselves as self-contained units of production and consumption. 

Perhaps we’ll see that life is about more than acquisition—acquisition of possessions or orgasms or 
acclaim. Perhaps these times will cause us, like our Lord Jesus in his wilderness temptations, to turn away 
from momentary satisfaction—whether of our consumer or sexual “needs”—and toward the more 
permanent things. 

— Russell D. Moore, for the editors 
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