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The 50 days of Pentecost are from (Pascha) April 27to (Sunday of Pentecost) June 15

NO fasting from Sunday of Pentecost until the Sundaof All Saints.

Apostles’ Fast begins on June 28for 6 days.
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RTHODOX BIBLE STUDY SERIES

The Orthodox Bible Study Series is a program that FE Nikolaos is currently designing for us to better
understand the Word of God and incorporate it intoour daily lives, so we can come closer to our
Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ. We are currentlyfocusing on the Book of Matthew.

Every second Tuesday in the Church (unless otherwasndicated)
6:30pm — 7:30pm

Tuesday, May 2¢f
Tuesday, May 271"
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As a Christian, Go Fly a Kite!

By Fr. John Kahle
Now, before | am tarred and feathered for makmg statement, please allow me to sh
some very personal thoughts and feelings with you.

Does this sound familiar? You attend churegutarly . . . you participate in churg
affairs. . . you pay your pledge on time. . . youtb be constant and regular with prays
and fasting . . . you try your very best to livauydife as God desires . . . but in spite of
your efforts, one thing after another seems to gong. A serious illness strikes you o
loved one; a death of a relative or close frienduog;, family problems and financial wos
smite you one after another, and on. . . and oand on.

Suddenly you find yourself questioning whatybu really believe, what has happe
to your faith and sometimes saying, “What are young to me God? Why are you heapi
all these problems and setbacks on me? Whosergd®a on?”

You know a family across the street, or ie tiext block, which has never seen
inside of a church. The man of the house is toy plesying golf on Sunday to go to churg
or the entire family goes to the shore for the veeek Whatever the reason, they have
time for God and yet, as far as you know, no reablems confront them, and you repe
“God, whose side are you really on?” Does it sofamdiliar?

Take heart my friends, because we are naoteadath our feelings. As we think abo
faith and strength from faith, we might remembemsogospel lessons and passage:
scripture which tell us that even the people whoewsosest to Christ, had moments w
their faith failed them. | refer to the disciplegho lived with Christ for the some three pl
years of his earthly ministry.

In St. Matthew, chapter 17, we read of a mdrg comes to Christ to have mercy on
son who is a lunatic. He tells Christ that the igles had tried curing the boy but th
failed. Christ asks that the son be brought to &ma he cures him. Then the disciples ca
to Jesus and ask why they could not cure the bog, Besus replies, “Because of yc
unbelief: for verily | say unto you, if you havatfaas a grain of mustard seed, ye shall
unto this mountain, remove hence to yonder place,itashall remove and nothing shall
Impossible unto you.”

Chapter 14 of the book of St. Mark tells fagl story of Christ’'s betrayal by Judas.
sadder still, it tells of the disciple Peter, orffieCirist’s dearest, and the fact that Jesus
Peter he would deny him thrice. Peter said he wdiddwith Christ first, rather than de
him, yet Peter did three times deny Christ thahhig

The lesson told us in St. Matthew, chapterabdin involves the disciples, and Pete
particular. The twelve are on a ship while Jesusaieed ashore. In the night, the ship
tossed about in a very severe storm and all thbeard are very frightened. Jesus beg
walking to them on the water and they see him cgmiteter says, “Lord, if it be you, b
me come unto you on the water.” Jesus bids hinotoec When Peter came down out of
ship, he walked on the water, to go to Christ. Wned and waves made Peter afraid and




began to sink. Peter cries aloud, “Lord, save rdesus stretched forth his hand and ca
Peter, saying, “O thou of little faith, wherefonelst thou doubt?”

The fourth lesson touches the book of St.nJaapter 20. Jesus is crucified a
resurrected and has appeared to all the remainisgptes except Thomas. When t
followers tell Thomas they have seen Jesus, heasfto believe them. He states that un
he can see the print of the nails in Christ’s haarts$ put his finger into his side, he will n
believe. Eight days later when Christ appears émtlagain, Thomas is there and has
satisfaction of doing the things needed to makellefreve. Jesus said to Thomas, “Tho
because you have seen me, you believe. Blessetiggréhat have not seen, and yet h;
believed.”

It is a frightening thing when one begingtestion his beliefs and faith, but it need
be. Because by questioning and searching, we &atexperience new and stronger fait

When | was a little boy, | wanted a kite véxgdly. To ask for a nickel to buy a ki
would have been like asking for the world. | hadhiad, two hands and the ability, sq
decided to make my own kite. | knew what a kite idtolook like, but | lacked the
experience and knowledge gained from building &wel began.

When completed, my first attempt merely lcbk&e a kite. Each time | ran to send
skyward, as | would look back it would be draggaigng the ground becoming torn a
shredded.

The second and third attempts, while theyelmstriking resemblance to a kite, ne
left the ground. However, with each attempt, | et more and gained more patiencs
found that by looking at, and studying other kitlediscovered my mistakes and correc
them.

After many more attempts and failures, | inaad a kite that left the ground. Howevg
| discovered that after it was airborne, a stromgdvwvould cause it to nosedive and it
back on the ground. By looking at other flying kitd realized the need for weight a
added a tail, short in a light wind, and long iheavy, strong wind, | had finally gained
kite.

As an experiment one day, | added as mualngsto the kite as | could find. While t
kite flew so high and far, that it was almost losstn my sight, | always knew it was the
The curve of the string told me it was up thera] #re stronger and harder the wind ble
the harder the kite pulled on my hand and the migheent.

Faith is much like that kite. We must worldatudy to gain a strong faith. There will
many failures and setbacks. We will get up, dusseles off and try again. When we fq
we have a good strong faith, developed through Sard and teaching, the only way G
will know if it truly “flies” and will support usjs to put it to the test.

Therefore, only by testing our faith will Gekdow how good His work really is. He wi
show us our weaknesses and help us to improve ifgwestion and learn from eaq
experience.

So my dearest friends, and especially thieliedn, go build a kite of Christian faith, a
fly it.




+THOMAS SUNDAY. sr. PeLacia THE MARTYR.

ORTHRO:00A.M, DIVINE LITURGY10:30A.M.

NO DIVINE LITURGY SCHEDULED.

- Fr. Nikolaos will be on holidays from Ma{! Z13". In case of emergency, call President
Harry Tsekouras (information on page 2).

- Divine Liturgy on this day will be celebrated1:00am St. Volodymyr’s Ukrainian
Orthodox Church, 1502 Mountdale Avenue.

SUNDAY 1SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC.

ORTHRO:00A.M, DIVINE LITURGY10:30A.M.

WEDNESDAY WMID-PENTECOST.

STS. CONSTANTINE & H ELEN, EQUAL TO THE APOSTLES.
ORTHRO9:00a.M, DIVINE LITURGY10:30A.M.

1{SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN.
ORTHRO9:00aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:30am
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Folklore Festival 2008

Fort William Gardens, Thunder Bay, Ontario

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR
THE FOLLOWING DAYS:

. FRIDAY, MAY 2 " (SETUP ONLY)
. SATURDAY, MAY 3"
SUNDAY, MAY 4%

Whether you volunteer a little or a lot, your tigued efforts are very valuable to your Community and
Church, and very much appreciated!!! Call your Camity Board (see page 2) to volunteer! See youweth

FOLKLORE FESTIVAL — Volunteers needed for setup on  Friday, May 2 ", and for the
festival on Saturday, May 3 " and 4™. Come support your community events!

ATTENTION STUDENTS! The Ladies’ Philoptochos Societ vy is offering a $200 bursary
for 2008 high-school graduates who are planning to attend post-secondary studies
in the fall. Students pick up a bursary application form from your school and a marks
transcript up to your first semester of Grade 12. S  ubmit your application and
transcript to Philoptochos President Jennie Hartvik sen, 577-5132. Deadline for
submission: May 15, 2008 . The bursary will be awarded based on your total GPA

When blessed Antony was praying in his cell, a@a@poke to him, saying, "Antony, yc¢
have not yet come to the measure of the tannerisvhibAlexandria." When he heard th
the old man arose and took his stick and hurried the city. When he had found t
tanner...he said to him, "Tell me about your wdok,today | have left the desert and co
here to see you."

He replied, "I am not aware that | have done amghgood. When | get up in t
morning, before | sit down to work, | say that thieole of this city, small and great, will g
into the Kingdom of God because of their good deedsle | alone will go into eterng
punishment because of my evil deeds. Every evehmegeat the same words and belic
them in my heart."

When blessed Antony heard this he said, "My son, sibin your own house and wo
well, and you have the peace of the Kingdom of Gad;i spend all my time in solitug

with no distractions, and | have not come neamtbasure of such words."
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Reliquary of the skull of Saint Victorian of Asamrevered

in Huesca, Spain. He lived as a hermit at the begimg of the sixth century and founded in Asén th
monastery of St.Martin. He died on January 12th thfe year 558 at the age of eighty years.




