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After the Saviour's Ascension into the Heavens, theleven Apostles and the rest of Hig
disciples, the God-loving women who followed afteHim from the beginning, His Mother, the most
holy Virgin Mary, and His brethren-all together about 120 souls returned from the Mount of Olives
to Jerusalem. Entering into the house where they glaered, they went into the upper room, and there
they persevered in prayer and supplication, awaitig the coming of the Holy Spirit, as their Divine
Teacher had promised them. In the meanwhile, theyhose Matthias, who was elected to take th
place of Judas among the Apostles.

'W/ w Thus, on this day, the seventh Sunday of Pascha,et
/ tenth day after the Ascension and the fiftieth dayafter
//’-\\k\ Pascha, at the third hour of the day from the risig of the sun,

i /‘_‘\ !ﬁ /‘\ there suddenly came a sound from Heaven, as whemaghty

= O | wind blows, and it filled the whole house where thé\postles

-l and the rest with them were gathered. Immediately féer the
sound, there appeared tongues of fire that dividednd rested
upon the head of each one. Filled with the Spiritall those
present began speaking not in their native tonguebut in
other tongues and dialects, as the Holy Spirit insticted them.

The multitudes that had come together from various
places for the feast, most of whom were Jews by mcand
religion, were called Parthians, Medes, Elamites,ral so forth,
according to the places where they dwelt. Though #dy spoke
many different tongues, they were present in Jerusam by
divine dispensation. When they heard that sound thtacame
down from Heaven to the place where the Discipled €hrist

' were gathered, all ran together to learn what hadaken place.
But they were confounded when they came and heardhé Apostles speaking in their own tongues
Marveling at this, they said one to another, "Behal, are not all these which speak Galileans? Anq
how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein weere born?" But others, because of their
foolishness and excess of evil, mocked the wonderdasaid that the Apostles were drunken.

Then Peter stood up with the eleven, and raising &ivoice, spoke to all the people, proving tha
that which had taken place was not drunkenness, buhe fulfillment of God's promise that had been
spoken by the Prophet Joel: "And it shall come to gss in the last days, that | shall pour out of My
Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and daughtershall prophesy” (Joel 2:28), and he preached Jes
of Nazareth unto them, proving in many ways that Has Christ the Lord, Whom the Jews crucified
but God raised from the dead. On hearing Peter's #&ching, many were smitten with compunction
and received the word. Thus, they were baptized, a@non that day about three thousand souls wer¢
added to the Faith of Christ.

Such, therefore, are the reasons for today's feasthe coming of the All-holy Spirit into the
world, the completion of the Lord Jesus Christ's pomise, and the fulfillment of the hope of the sacce
disciples, which we celebrate today. This is therfal feast of the great mystery and dispensation o
God's incarnation. On this last, and great, and sdag day of Pentecost, the Apostles of the Saviou
who were unlearned fishermen, made wise now of adden by the Holy Spirit, clearly and with divine
authority spoke the heavenly doctrines. They becamigeralds of the truth and teachers of the whol
world. On this day they were ordained and began the apostleship, of which the salvation of thosg
three thousand souls in one day was the comely antarvelous first fruit.

http://www.goarch.org/en/chapel/saints.asp?conterd961&PCode=7PS&D=SA&DT=6/15/2008
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ORTHODOX MYTHBUSTERS !

INTRODUCTION

Superstition has been defined as a belief, a halklef, or a practice for which there appears to bao rational
substance. Those who use the term imply that theyakie certain knowledge or superior evidence for theiown
scientific, philosophical, or religious convictions

An ambiguous word, it probably cannot be used excepsubjectively. With this qualification in mind,
superstitions may be classified roughly as religia) cultural, and personal.

Superstitions that belong to the cultural tradition (in some cases inseparable from religious superstitio@re
enormous in their variety. Many persons, in nearlyall times, have held, seriously or half seriouslyirrational
beliefs concerning methods of warding off ill or binging good, foretelling the future and healing or preventing
sickness or accident.

Current behavioural research that suggests that evgday superstitions are the natural result of seveal well
understood psychological processes. Fear of the umwn, especially the desire to avoid misftune, illness ol
accident which lead to paradoxical human behavioursare being examined through scientific investigatio.
Ultimately, science can evaluate these behaviouralements but only the True God can offer the confighce
and certainty to confront life without phobia.

The Church does not accept superstition. We invitgou to submit any questions you may have and a listf the
most asked questions will be displayed here with éhappropriate responses.

MYTHS "BUSTED” ABOUT MARRIAGE AND NEWLYWEDS

Myth 1: Two children of the same family should notget married in the same year because it will caudead

luck.

L& I# 1O# " 008 8 " & '#% % ! " 6 ! o #" 0"7
#" "% " % 7 0O " "# 13 # %=# 31" "3 #0
XO0# %! IO

Myth 2: Don’t get married in May. It's bad luck.
P&!# 100 % " "# %# % 3 % "! # % ! % 8
6##"7T O"#O0 #":%6!00 " ! # 1" "% I "I

Myth 3: If you've been koumbaro (best man or matron of honar) at someone’s wedding don’'t make ther
koumbaro at your wedding or something will go wrong

] 8g " L&l 1o " "7 Fro

8 mn

Myth 4: It's a sin for newlyweds to go to Church duing the first year of their marriage.

"t 1ro8 ! " #%! = 0 3=#" 101! "18

" "03# 3 08 " H## "# o] 80 % "! 3 % 6'"!
#0 "7 Ol "#  ""H# I=#Y " 7

Myth 5: Newlyweds should not receive communion inhie first year.
St 70 b % Z Y
o I "6%6# ! # 0O % " T %
3 "r! 8%O0 """ "7




Myth 6: Newlyweds should not attend a funeral in tle first year.
St & l# 10ole #1070 "# 80 % "!0 3 #"
1% " "1 3" 3 8 " 7 "#8 " 3 "# &3 O 1% | #

Myth 7: Newlyweds should not attend memorial servies in the first year.
St & I# 106 #70 7! "# 0 0 8%

Myth 8: The bride should not plant a tree in the first yearof marriage because her fertility will be transfered
to the tree.

Sttorel 300" "03# % =#\1 3 318 3" T # !
0! #0 8 "[3! 8 " 6 ! " % ! I # 7 !

MYTHS "BUSTED” ABOUT BIRTH AND BAPTISM

Myth 1: For 40 days after birth the mother should rot leave the home.
+ 1 8 " "3 800 "! &# " P&M# 100 % ! !
"%6! ! # "7, #%8 # 8 3 oo

Myth 2: For 40 days after birth a mother (‘lehona’) should not visit anyone else’s home.
P&!# 10! 8 " "t l6e 6 ##0 ! 16 "
#8 "1t 3% 7! | 8 "# 6 33"## %!

Myth 3: During the first 40 days the mother shouldnot walk to a crossroads.
St &g Lo 6!'0 #

Myth 4: The new mother should not receive a 40 blesg on the exact day but should do so a few daysfbre.
A% " [] 6 #" 0% !, I# % 3 6 88 3] P 8" %
8

Myth 5: The new mother should ask the priest for &half’ blessing so she can go out of the home.
Lottt zZzt3 Ty Ul &!# 10! 3 0%0 #3 O

6!1"7 "# 6##"7 0O ""7 3 3 "#\I # 16

oo# 7 100 %!3! 7"# 8 " "I *I#% 3 1" "7T310#

Myth 6: A pregnant woman should not be a godparentlt’s not good for the child.
& '#E %! "8 6! 87""6 " 0 "7 7#8 "

Myth 7: If someone’s christened your child don’t chiisten theirs or else “you’ll take the oil back”.
. " %3 7T o7 31& l# 1ot tz"""7 YO™ "
"% " " % "#8 "" %Z #Y " I #6318 "6!'! " 8" #

Myth 8: After a Baptism, the child should not be bahed for three days.
At % 03! % "% Y """ %8 +3 !&!I# |
" "6l% ! "6% 8 A#OLH#O™ r# " " ""7 318$8
'e 3 ! I'"#3 16!1"7 3! 8 0! " 8 ##6" 0 "#
8 # 6! 6! 6 " #H#" "ol "1 %# 31! #6" % !

MYTHS "“BUSTED” ABOUT FUNERALS

Myth 1: Cover the mirrors in the house so that dedt won't look at anyone else in the home.
. 8 "L #3 ## 1% 6"# | "7 6"Y8 0 7" !




Myth 2: When someone dies, place a glass of water next twetoil lamp in the home so that the soul of tt
departed might drink of it. One priest reported that a parishioner notified him that the deceased ha
consumed all the water in forty days.

A " & 3" "6l ! # #81% 0 % ! 6!o'" # 16 z#"Y

3" YZ "76 Y"! "T# 3=#

Myth 3: At the graveside the priest should break gplate so as to smash any further visitations of défa

o "7 8 B 3 7" "# $ "7 8 6 " 8! "3
# 1 1&I# 8 " %6!'0 "%a 80 ! 0 "3 ! ##"# ! 3317
0 "b

Myth 4: Don'’t hold the 40 day memorial service on the dayAlways hold it several days before because the si
will be anxious.

] 31#0 # "6 " # "3 "% 0" 3 3 1#0 #
36 6! # &!'# 800 6 ! # "7 3 18 O"#0 Z 7 "Y:

O !'7 #" 0% ! ,!#% g G # !
0! 0! 36#% 36#%

MYTHS "“BUSTED” ABOUT WOMEN

Myth 1: During menstruation, women are not allowedto go to church.
S " " 80 '# % ! 830 6# 3=# 6" "
Z"0 "Y# "7'' 8 #10 "%O0O" "# 1 0!

Myth 2: During their period, women must not kiss ions or other sacred objects.
A% [re " 3 "0"3=#0 #" a7 " " Db I 31
16 803%! # "7! e "! #" 0 % "

OTHER MYTHS “BUSTED”

Myth: Chain letters should be forwarded according to theicontents in order to win the lotto or for some lwed
one not to die.

& "3 " 33 ! 7 % #8 %# 6# 0" 6 3 "% 6 3 6"%

08" 6 #0 %O0"" O'" #1"" % 2 * - ***- )! I %

3 "+ 6 #! " " 0 16 # & % !'" 3 O0O# 188 "3

18" )6lo!l 88 %2/ "+ ! .0 #O0" # "#0 0 #

%0 " 8 P % "# % X0# %! &!# !0

http://www.stspyridon.org.au/ourFaith.php?articleld =144&subMenu=Orthodoxy
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