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When the Archangel Gabriel healed Tobit of his 
blindness, he exclaimed, "It is good to hide the se cret 
of a king, but it is glorious to reveal and preach the 
works of God" (Tobit 12:7). Indeed it is a perilous  and 
terrible risk not to keep the secret of a king, but  to 
remain silent about the works of God is a great los s for 
the soul. "And I," states St. Nicodemus, the 
biographer of St. Paraskevi, "am afraid to hide by 

silence the holy account that has reached me." Thus , the life and miracles of St. Paraskevi 
have been recorded and transmitted to us. 

The blessed Holy Martyr Saint Paraskevi was born in  Rome (circa 130 A.D.) during 
the reign of the pagan Emperor Adrian. Her parents,  Agathon and Politia, were devout 
Christians even though belief in Christ was a crime  against the state punishable by death. 
Agathon and Politia, who were of nobility, likewise  ignored the disdain of their peers by 
championing the cause of the down trodden. In spite  of their devotion to Christ and His 
teachings, Agathon and Politia secretly and painful ly bore the cross of a childless 
marriage. Trusting in the great mercy and love of G od, this Christian couple did not 
despair, nor did they cease praying for a child, wh ich they vowed to rear in a God fearing 
manner. Lo the miracle! Late in life Agathon and Po litia were blessed with a daughter. 
Because the child was born on Friday (Paraskevi in Greek), they named her Paraskevi. 
Keeping their promise to God, Agathon and Politia w ere vigilant in exposing Paraskevi to 
the fullness of Christianity.  The task was made co nsiderably easier because the young girl 
had a natural penchant for learning. With the help of private tutors, Paraskevi became an 
ardent student of both Holy Scriptures and secular learning.  However, the greatest 
influence in her life, according to her own testimo ny, was the Christ-like example of her 
parents. 

Young Paraskevi developed into a cultured, sensitiv e and beautiful woman. It wasn’t 
long before some of the noblemen began to take noti ce of her, and to seek her hand in 
marriage. Paraskevi always managed, however, to fin d some excuse to politely refuse. 
Because inwardly she was convinced that she was des tined for a more sublime mission in 
life. 

Paraskevi was orphaned of both parents when she was  twenty years old. At this 
point in her life, that inner feeling, that she was  destined for a higher calling, had 
crystallized into love and zeal for Christ. Her gre atest desire was to become an apostle for 
Christ. To achieve her goal, Paraskevi distributed all her inheritance among the poor of 
Rome; entered a convent and was tonsured a nun. At the convent, Paraskevi distinguished 
herself in humility, love and spiritual fortitude. When she finally became proficient in 
prayer and sacrifice, the Abbess granted her leave so that she could fulfill her life’s 
ambition; to preach the love of God to all men. Thi s was truly a precarious mission, 
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because the pagan Roman Empire was extremely hostil e toward Christianity. Even the 
most courageous of Christians were reluctant to ope nly admit that they were followers of 
Christ. Nevertheless, this did not daunt Paraskevi,  nor did it dampen her zeal. As a matter 
of fact, she began her preaching mission right in R ome! The fervor of her kerygma, and the 
example of her commitment were such an inspiration,  that great multitudes were converted 
on their very first encounter with the Saint. In sp ite of her great fame and legacy, Paraskevi 
managed to elude the authorities. Heartened by this , she decided to extend her ministry to 
Turkey.  

It was in Turkey where Paraskevi experienced her fi rst encounter with the law. One 
day, as she was preaching just beyond present day I stanbul, in the village of Therapia, the 
soldiers of Emperor Antonius Pius arrested her. The  charge against the young missionary 
was that the blasphemous words, which she uttered, were the cause of all the ills that had 
recently befallen the empire. At her trial, the Emp eror, infatuated by her beauty, begged 
Paraskevi to renounce Christ and worship the idols of Rome. To entice her further, 
Antonius Pius offered to take her as his wife, and to give her half of his empire. Paraskevi’s 
reply was quick and resolute:  “I have made my choi ce; no amount of wealth or 
deprivation can separate me from my love for Christ ." Rebuffed and infuriated, Antonius 
Pius ordered that Paraskevi be imprisoned and beate n mercilessly until she died.  The 
soldiers were astounded to discover that no matter what punishment and torture she 
received one day, the next morning she would be as refreshed and carefree as if nothing 
had happened. Fearing the wrath of the Emperor, the  soldiers decided to report this 
strange phenomenon to him. Castigating the ineptnes s of his soldiers, Antonius Pius 
shouted another form of execution.  This time he or dered the soldiers to take Paraskevi out 
to the spot where she was arrested and to prepare a  cauldron of boiling water, tar and oil. 
He further stated that it would be his pleasure to personally supervise the scalding of that 
"blasphemous Paraskevi".  

When Paraskevi was finally thrown into the boiling cauldron, she reacted as if the 
water were delightfully lukewarm.  In utter disbeli ef, Antonius again began castigating the 
soldiers. 

Softly and with a loving smile, Paraskevi reassured  the Emperor that his soldiers 
had executed his command faithfully.  She also stat ed, "My Lord and Master wills that 
I continue His work". Utterly enraged and oblivious  of her words, Antonius yelled, 
"Sprinkle me with the oil and tar. I don’t believe what I see!" Obligingly, Paraskevi scooped 
some of the boiling mixture in her hands, and splas hed it on the Emperor’s face. 

Antonius squealed with pain and began yelling, "I’m  blind! I can’t see!" Instinctively, 
he began imploring the Saint to have mercy and pity  on him. "Restore my eyesight, and I 
shall believe", he begged. "Your God is surely the true God!" 

Accepting his latter statement as a confession of f aith, Paraskevi jumped out of the 
cauldron; rushed to a spring of water that was near by, and scooped up fresh cool water 
onto Antonius’ face, invoked the name of our Lord a nd Savior Jesus Christ, and sealed his 
eyes with the sign of the Precious and Life-saving Cross. Lo the miracle! The Emperor’s 
eyesight was restored immediately! 

The miracle had such a profound effect on Antonius that he not only freed Paraskevi 
and ordered that all persecutions against Christian s be stopped, but he himself was 
baptized in the name of the Holy Trinity.  

Thus, Paraskevi resumed her apostolic mission with greater zeal and faith. The calm, 
however, did not last long. Marcus Aurelius, Antoni us’ successor, renewed the 
persecutions against the Christian Church. Paraskev i was beheaded in Rome on the 26th 
of July, in the year 180 A.D. 

 
http://www.stparaskevi.org/shrine_stparaskevi.html  
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SUNDAY  6 +3RD
 SUNDAY OF MATTHEW.  STS. SISOES, ARCHIPPOS, PHILEMON. 

    ORTHROS 9:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY 10:30AM. 
 

SUNDAY   13 +SUNDAY OF THE HOLY FATHERS. SYNAXIS OF THE ARCHANGELS.

    ORTHROS 9:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY 10:30AM. 
 

SUNDAY   20 +5TH
 SUNDAY OF MATTHEW.  PROPHET ELIAS THE THESBITE . 

    ORTHROS 9:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY 10:30AM. 
 

SATURDAY  26 +ST. PARASKEVI THE GREAT MARTYR . ST. HERMOLAOS. 

      ORTHROS 9:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY 10:15AM. 
 

SUNDAY   27 +6TH
 SUNDAY OF MATTHEW.  ST. PANTELEIMON THE UNMERCENARY . 

      ORTHROS 9:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY 10:30AM. 
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GOD DIDN’T CREATE THE HELL FOR SINNERS , THEY DID IT THEMSELVES  

The Russian Orthodox Church’s representative to the European International 
Institutions Bishop Hilarion of Vienna and Austria, on Interfax-Religion’s request, 
commented on the recent suggestion of Danish Lutheran theologians to consider the hell and 
the devil a metaphor and to accept only existence of the paradise. 

This theology should be considered in general context of liberalized Christian dogmatic 
and moral teaching developed in depth of many Protestant communities in several recent 
decades. Everything that makes Christianity is “inconvenient”, “uncomfortable” is being 

omitted, “the dark Middle Ages” heritage is cleared up. Christianity in light version is under construction 
and the hell and devil don’t match it.  

A tragedy of Protestantism has originally been the following. Seeking to get rid of medieval 
stratification of Catholicism, Protestants didn’t properly study the heritage of the Eastern fathers. And 
today when arguing with the Middle Age hell and devil, liberal Protestants don’t trouble themselves with 
reviewing the Holy Fathers and their conception of afterlife retaliation.  

Meanwhile, the Eastern Christian tradition has never considered the hell as created by God to punish 
sinners. God didn’t create the hell, free will of people has created it. It exists not because God wants it, but 
because people keep it existing. They first create the hell on Earth and then carry it on to the afterworld.  
What do you mean by the hell on Earth? 

When a man using his power over others makes Earth the hell for them. Didn’t Hitler turn Earth to 
hell for millions of people tried and tortured in concentration camps, perished in gas cameras and 
battlefields? Didn’t Lenin and Stalin make hell for thousands and millions of people who died in camps or 
were shot on false denunciations or sentenced by Stalin’s “troika”? Don’t today’s terrorists, who kill 
peaceful citizens, take them hostage and cut off their heads, turn Earth to the hell?  

And is it believable that malefactors and monsters, who kill other people and revolt against God and 
all-hallows will share the paradise with righteous and saints? Is it believable that the paradise will 
welcome both John the Baptist and Herod, St. Veniamin of Petrograd and Lenin, thousands of the 
murdered new Russia’s martyrs and confessors and their torturers? It removes division between the good 
and the evil. Then there’s no difference if you are a saint or a villain, if you do the good or the evil, if you 
save people from death or kill them. 
So sins will be inevitably recompensed? 

Any person bears moral responsibility for his actions. And he will answer for the sins of his earthly 
life in the eternity. St. Isaac the Syrian writes that sinners in the hell are not deprived of God’s love. On 
the contrary, love is given equally to everyone: to the righteous in the Heavenly Kingdom and to the 
sinners in Gehenna. But for the righteous it becomes the source of joy and bliss while for sinners it is the 
source of torture.  

Thus, God didn’t create the hell for sinners, they did it themselves. God doesn’t send sinners to the 
hell, but people who oppose God’s will and revolt against God choose the hell themselves. And this choice 
is made in their earthly life rather than in some distant eschatological prospect. It is right here on Earth 
that infernal tortures and “the Kingdom of God come with power” begin. 
However, even the Orthodox divine service says that the hell is “abolished” by Christ after His 
Resurrection from the dead?  

The reality of the hell, its existence for sinners and even the possibility of its eternal existence don’t 
contradict the news of its abolition by Christ resurrected. The hell is really “abolished” in the resurrection 
of Christ, as it is not inevitable for people anymore and doesn’t have power over them. But those, who 
consciously oppose God’s will and commit crime and sin, restore destroyed and abolished hell as they 
don’t want to reconcile with God’s love.  

I’d like to stress it again: God didn’t create the hell, people created it for themselves, God destroyed 
and abolished the hell, but people restore it again and again. The hell is re-created every time when the sin 
is consciously committed and isn’t repented.  
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"Axion Esti" means 'it is worthy to bless Thee, 
the Virgin'. 

On June 11, 980 A.D. as a group of 
monks were conducting an all-night vigil before 
the icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary, they 
suddenly noticed a monk standing on the right of 
the icon whom they did not recognize at all. He 
was unknown to the monks, and no one could 
explain his abrupt presence. This unidentified 
monk began to chant the beautiful hymn written 
by St. Kosmas, but rather began with the words 
"Axion Esti os Alethos Makarizin Se Tin 
Theotokon" which means, "It is very meet to 
bless Thee, Theotokos the ever blessed and most 
pure Virgin and Mother of God." The monk then 
explained to the others that he was the 
Archangel Gabriel and that these words should 
be added to the hymn. The Archangel then 

vanished from their sight, leaving the monks amazed at the power of God. Since that day on June 11, 980 
A.D. the additional words to the hymn of St. Kosmas have been sung by all Orthodox Christians around the 
world. The icon of the Blessed Mother Axion Esti is still venerated today in the Cathedral of Mt. Athos.�
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