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Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church of Thunder Bay

General

1.0 This by-law comes into effect on January 1, 200

November 9, 2008.

1.1 Membership is one the main sources of income fo

maintains the operation of the Church on a weekly b
Sunday following the Divine Liturgy. All membership

Definitions
2.0 Member in Good Standing:
A member in good standing has in the past 3 years,

2.1 New Member in Good Standing:
A new member is one who is joining our Parish for t
membership dues in the current year and preceding y

2.2 Non-Member

Non-members may attend the Annual General Assembly

non-member requires the use of the Church for a Sac
obligations. Use of the Church Hall is $400 per ev

Categories

3.0 Regular Member

$200 per person

Regular members may

- attend, participate and vote at the Annual Gener

- serve as a member on all committees and hold ele
- participate and perform in holy sacraments

- reduced rate for hall rental

4.0 Enhanced Member

Additional $360 per person includes all the benefit
- use of candles

- pass on collection tray

- various payment plans available

- one free use of the community hall per year. Ea

5.0 Student Member

$75 per person

18 and over and in full time attendance at school
Student members may

- attend, participate and vote at the Annual Genera
- serve as a member on all committees and hold ele
- participate and perform in Holy Sacraments.

6.0 Associate Member
$100 per person

A non-orthodox spouse of a member in good standing.

discussions at the Annual General Meeting but canno
- hold elected office

- vote at the Annual General Meeting

- partake in Holy Sacraments.

he first time. A new member in good standing has p

Membership By-law

9 as approved at the Annual General Assembly held o

fees are tax deductible.

paid their membership dues for 2 consecutive years.

ear.

but are not able to participate or vote on any matt
rament, please refer to the appropriate application

ent and subject to approval by the Board of Directo rs.

al Assembly
cted office on the Board of Directors.

s of a Regular Membership PLUS

ch additional use at regular member rate

| Assembly
cted office on the Board of Directors.

Associate Members may join committees, attend and
t:

r the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church. Your mem
asis. You can pay your membership fees by cash or

n

bership

cheque every

aid their

er. When a
for financial

partake in
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TRIODION 2009

Triodion begins February 8" this year. It ends on Great Saturday morning (Apri 18").

&

& +

March 1: Vespers of Forgiveness
March 2: Clean Monday. LENT BEGINS.

# -

March 25: Annunciation of the Theotokos — fish alleved.
The 40 days of Lent include Clean Monday (March %) and end on the Saturday (morning) of Lazarus (Apit 11™).
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— 28" We consume everything on all days (no fasting).

PENTECOSTARION 2009

The 50 days of Pentecost are from (Pascha) April @0 (Sunday of Pentecost) June'

¢ %
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NO fasting from Sunday of Pentecost until the Sundaof All Saints.

| - |

Apostles’ Fast begins on June 15for 14 days.

Note that these are general rules for fasting.
Speak to your spiritual father or priest as to whatis best for you!
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AB ACDEFDB GCHIJKD LMNO PKQCBRGCIRRWHEBR BIKOEBR ZGQQYMBR : [UCDSIBR,;

PKQCBRGC(C AKSETBR \GD PGCI " G AGUKITV "HD aNLM

PKQCBRGC ABR [LEMBR b "G WKMYT L 24

%% PKQCBR! [Ud\CKV 1*_G efCILN "SG KUDMCAUBTMGD KIMdO
- YUB % VO 8 WGCMIBR

N WGCM ARCD" 1*"_G ACdUBD aNLM AKSKRMGIG N_"CG
AKLLGCG\BLMg

NWGCMIBR $ hLUKCDTdO ZRXHVCgLKVO
% WGCMIBR $ fGIGCY jKRMACG [kle AhZZ[K[fmZAe

WGCMI [2 hQFB_YFG aNLM fRCDG\g MNO mCiBF hBCMYJBR_K MN al\N MNO mCiBFBUIGO KT
WGCMI| v2 hQFB_YFG aNLN [XIBR WCNXBCIBR IC rGCYFKDX_G XDG TG

%% WGC w2 hQFB_YFG aNLI ZMGcCBUCBL\ITgL XTG Lc_QSB LMN _"LN MNO AKLLGCG\BLV
QBNigLKD LMBT GXEVG _GO

%8 WGCI j2 hQFB_YFG aNLM [XIBR pVYTTBR MNO fSI XTG UGCYFKDX_G GXDBLCTNO GUd U(

[UCDSIE h2 hQFB_YFG aNLN [XIGO WGCIGO MNO [C xTG UGCYFKDX_G G_GCIUGDFDIg NSDI

% [UCDSI ZA2 hQFB_YFG aNL| fRCDG\g MVT vC hILBFBO MBR |CDLM?(CCLDMG PKCBLASR_G h
n

% WGCMIBR hRGXXKSDL_dO MNO JKBMd\BRMBIWDBECANUKMGD
mD /0 N_"CKO MNO AKLLGCG\BLMgO UKCDSGGQYTRRVNMNNT :#6 WGCMIBR; \GD MKSKDE TEFRIQME MEBW
MBR 0GJYCBR : [UCDSIBR;

* [UCDSIE WKXYSN jKRI [XIBR pVLgg MBR rGX\Y \BSBRIIG MBR aR_(
/[UCDSIB WKXYSN A AVT 0 rGCIr TV N\BSBRIIG MBR aR_(
[UCDSIB WKXYSN AKN e [SKINGLNO MBR fRCIBR _K WAXG hRHAS!
\GD N LcSSNnN ABR
#[UCDSIE WKXYSN ™ m WRLMD\dO jKIU hUDMCAUKMGD
5 [UCDSIE WKXYSN rGCGL AG sXDG rYiN MBR ICI [UGXBCKCcKM
oKDMBRCXIG
[UCDSIB WKXYSB ZYQ e fYiBFBO M fcCDBR LMBT ¢ rCEMN [TYLMC
8 [UCDSIE AB sXDB rYL e [TYLMGLNO MBR fc "HD aNLM

8 "VO %# [UCDSIBR $ fGMYSRLN rYTMVT? d8KQMDO NLMKIG;

2009

mD 0 N_"CKO MNO rKTMN\BLMgO KITGD GUd MBSMBR{GY8 M8 fRCDG\g MNO rKTMN\BLMgO :5 pBRTIBR;

% [UCDSIt fRCDG\g MBR |\
* WGLE fRCDG\g MVT WRCBC
0 WGLE fRCDG\g MBR rGCGS
5 WGLE fRCDG\g MNO ZG_GC
%/ WGt fRCDG\g MBR AR

% WGIBR :r* U e [TYSRANO MBR iR

* WGHB fRCD(g MVT [XIVT rGMA(
5 pBRTI fRCDG\g MNO rKTMN'

"HD TNLMKIG GUd MNT fRCDG\g MNO rKTMN\BLBMGW MNOTNINVRCY TMVT

| | pBRTI | fRCDG\g MVT [XIVT YT |

e TNLMKIG MVT [UBLMdSVT GCHIJKD pBRHKBRNGEWGM

ZN_KDELMK UVO GRMBI KITGD XKTD\BI\GTdTKO XDG TNLMKIG
WDSgLMK _K MBT UTKR_GMD\d LGO N _K MBT pK@IBUBOXPSIMB MDGKKLYO
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In the observance of the Sunday of the Prodig&on from year to
year we hear Priests preaching about what it mean® be a prodigal,
applying this parable to our lives. | would like tospeak now not of the
Prodigal Son but of his brother, the other son whstayed home and
remained obedient to his father's commandments an@ho preserved
his fathers inheritance, who worked side by side wh him and for as
long as he was needed there. When this son saw tlesg brother had
gotten away with so much, he was upset. The Prodigarother had
taken his share of his father's estates prematurelgnd had gone off
and wasted it having a good time while the steadfa®rother had
stayed home and lived his day to day existence ihd fields, working
with the animals, doing odd jobs and chores aroundhe house,
working from sun up to sun down and sometimes longe Yet his
father, — rather than chastising the Prodigal, ratrer than cutting
him off and saying, “All right now son, you made yar bed, lie in it”,
— was compassionate and merciful instead, and wheme saw his
prodigal son returning he wept with joy and he ordeed a great
festival for him.

This kind of turned the other brother off for, after all, this is not fair. “Here is this brother of mine, this
bum, who never took care of his obligations to hidather, to his heritage, to his estates. He neveram
attention to those things that I, the faithful sonhave been so careful of and now he is enjoying asfval in his
honor.” The faithful son had never even been givea small goat by his father and encouraged to havegood
time with his friends. He was simply “taken for granted,” or so he thought.

Many times | have been engaged in conversatidty members and leaders of our parishes relative tthose
people who don’t come to Church and who don’t payheir dues. “How can we punish them?” How can we,
somehow or other, make them realize that they canhdoe “prodigals” and get away with it. And yet that is
precisely what they are. They are our “prodigal” brothers and sisters who fail to realize the value ahthe
importance of keeping faith with the heritage of tleir forefathers as this prodigal failed to realizehow
important it was for him to remain steadfast to hisfather. No matter how much we, as human beings, wi
like to punish them, would like to see them cut-offwould like to see some sort of tax imposed upohdm to be
sure that they realize that, after all, we have beehere year in and year out paying our dues, makingure that
the Church was taken care of, attending Church worsip, functions and affairs, donating and doing allthese
things, | say that no matter how sorely we are tenmtpd to start thinking this way we should think of hat
faithful son in this parable and remember that respnse that the father made to him.

After all, my beloved, is not this whole Chrigan ball game about salvation and oneness with G@disn't
this whole thing about Christ who paid all of our cebts for us a long time ago and who has an accouthiat is
inexhaustible upon which we might draw whenever ware truly repentant. If one of our “prodigal” broth ers
or sisters finally sees the light for whatever ream it may be, and comes back into the embrace ofélChurch,
we should all open our arms and our hearts to him ith love and with compassion, with tears welling ugn
our eyes. We should fall upon his neck as the fathéell upon the neck of his prodigal son, and we sjuld
adorn them with the finest robe of our sincerest déction. We should rejoice and make a great spirital feast
because “there is more rejoicing in heaven over or@nner who repents than over all the righteous.”$t. Luke
15:7)

“Which among you having an hundred sheep,” agld the Lord, “would not leave the ninety and nine ad
go to search after the one which is lost. And havinfound him, and returned him, to the sheepfold, wald not
call all his neighbors and friends to come and toejoice with him because the sheep which was lost$hbeen
found?” (St. Luke 15: 4-6)

When we are tempted, therefore, to become $msiness-like and so secularly efficient, that we ish to
impose upon the potentially repentant those thingshich might hinder their reunion with us, let us think of
the faithful son, and the reply which his father male to him; “you are always with me, and everythinghat |

have is yours but this your brother was lost and isound, he was dead and is alive again.”
http://www.orthodoxresearchinstitute.org/resources¢ermons/meena_nail_em.htm
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The Universe: 6 days and 13 billion years old!

(The Jerusalem Post— September 7, 1991)
by Gerald Schroeder

Scientists tell us it all began with a
Big Bang 10-15 billion years ago. Yet the
opening chapter of Genesis tells us in ng
uncertain terms that the universe and all
it contains was fashioned in six days
From the standpoint [of a literal
interpretation of the Scriptures], those six
days plus the following 5752 years is al
the time there ever was. So how do we g¢
billions of years?

Millennia before telescopes and
spectrometers revealed an expanding
many-billion-year-old universe, [some
believed] our understanding of the flow of
nature during the six pre-Adam days
would not be the same as our perceptio

of nature after the advent of mankind. The calendamwould start with Adam, leaving the preceding six
days open for investigation. Perhaps our science sanow advanced to the point where the apparen
difference between six days and 15 billion years nde explained.
Genesis Days
It's conceivable that "genesis days" are really mesured in billions of years per day. After all,
Psalms 90:4 says: "A thousand years in Your [God’s¢ight are as a yesterday." But Nahmanides [4

Jewish commentator on the Scriptures] says in hisoonmentary on Genesis 1:3 that the "six days o
genesis" were "true days composed of hours and seuts,” their duration being the same as "the six
days of our work week."

If those days are adequate to encompass the cosnfiow from the Big Bang to an Earth
housing mankind, we clearly require an understandig of time that is not obvious to our unaided
senses.

Einstein and the Theory of Relativity

In 1915 Albert Einstein published a description othe universe that revealed an extraordinary
and quite illogical fact: the rate at which time pases is not the same under all circumstances. Thés
part of the Theory of Relativity. The theory tellsus that as velocity or gravity in one place increas
relative to a second place, the flow of time at thigrst location slows relative to the flow of timeat the
location where the velocity or gravity remained low Such changes in the flow of time caused b
differences in relative velocity or forces of grawy can be measured. The phenomenon is known &
time dilation. As a space traveler approaches thepsed of light, for example, one day for the travele
may equal forty days back on a "relatively" stationary Earth. Similarly, on a planet that has a huge
mass relative to that of Earth, a visitor will expeience the passage of, say, three minutes, while
here on Earth will experience the passage of two es.

Something fascinating happens when we apply Einstés equation for the gravitational
slowing of time to the size and mass of the entitgiverse. The estimated mass of the known univers
is 10-to-the-58'-power grams (the number 1 with 56 zeros after itreading as 100 billion billion
billion billion billion billion grams). Its estimat ed radius is 10 billion light years. (One light yeais the
distance light travels in 365 days — about 9.6 mitin million km.)

Using these estimates, we can calculate the gratitmal potential at the hypothetical "edge" of
the universe and the time dilation it causes. Clockwould be slowed by a factor of about one millio

10




million relative to a clock functioning on much les massive Earth. This means a clock at the "edge
of the universe would measure the passage of onenuie while Earth-time experienced a million
million minutes. In terms of days and years and miénnia, this slowing down of time by a factor of a
million million reduces 15 billion years to ... six dys!!!

Scriptures and Science

Thus Scriptures and science would both be correcthough we cannot think of the flow of time
during those "six days of genesis" in our accustonteterms. Nonetheless, the days were six days ma
of 24 hours each.

The many-billion-year measurement of the age of theniverse would be a figure produced by
clocks working at Earth’s current gravitational potential, and it says six days passed before Man wa

created, it is speaking of a system that encompasisall the universe — the logical perspective of an
Infinite Creator

That is why the Bible’s terminology when describingthe passage of time for the "six days o
genesis" is so different from the terminology for he ages that follow Adam and Eve. Note that fro
the time humankind appears, the dates of events da#ed in the Bible match dates derived from
archaeological finds; the Biblical calendar and makind’s calendar are one and the same. Ang
logically so. The post-Adam events are dated in thBible by the ages and generations of human
living on Earth. They lived on the Earth. Their time was and is our time. Archaeology confirms this.
| should make it clear that the foregoing is scienfic speculation; it could be true, but as of today there
is no way ofproving it is true. As well, there are several ways to degbe our universe, only one of
which is that of an expanding sphere, and no one deription is necessarily more correct than
another.

The numbers | used in the calculation of the dilabn of time are, as | stated, approximate|
Neither the mass, nor the age, nor the size of thumiverse is known exactly. The values | chose arbd
approximate midpoints of the currently estimated vdues. Most estimates of the size and age of t
universe do not vary by more than a factor of three

Yet in this discussion, we must not forget that thédea of a many-billion-year-old universe is
an anthropocentric projection. It is the imposition of measurements made by clocks working at a rats
determined by the gravity and velocity of our Earthon objects existing and events occurring at ver
different gravities and velocities, and hence withvery different local rates of time passage. Ang
during the first few "days" of Creation — that is t he first, say, five billion years — there was not\en
an Earth or solar system, and thus no gravitationafield within which our earthly clock could track
time as it does today.

Gerald Schroeder holds a BS, MS and Ph.D. from M.T. He is also the author ofGenesis and the Big Bang: the discove
of harmony between modern science and the Bipiglished by Bantam Books
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Remember...

Orthros (Matins) beqgins at 9:15am. And Divine Liturgy at 10:30 am.

Here is what you miss if you come late:

- After the Gospel — you miss the Word of God.

- After the Great Entrance — you miss the Lord’s acrifice.

- After the Creed — you miss confessing your faith

- After Holy Communion — you miss Christ in Person

- After the Closing Prayer — you missed the wholpoint of worship and prayer.

Coming late for worship may be a habit but it reffs an attitude and commitment to Go@ihose wh
wish to receive Holy Communion must arrive on tinfer the beginning of the Divine Liturgy. Th
Liturgy is “the Work of the People” (the meaning ahe word liturgy), and it is just as important fq

everyone to be there from the beginning until thedeas it is for the priest and the other servers.
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RTHODOX STUDY SERIES

The Orthodox Study Series is a program that Fr. Niklaos is currently designing for us
to better understand the Word of God in Orthodoxy and incorporate it into our daily
lives, so we can come closer to Him.

Every second Tuesday in the Church (unless othervgsndicated) 6:30pm — 7:30pm

Tuesday, February 10
Tuesday February 24
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