3
<
%
*




Published monthly

Editor(s): Rev. Nikolaos Tambakis

PARISH PRIEST: Rev. Fr. Nikolaos Tambakis
106 Essex Court, Thunder Bay, Ontario, P7A 7N6
(807) 344-9522 office

(807) 472-1341 cellular
(807) 344-9522 fax
email: ntambakis@hotmail.com

HELLENIC COMMUNITY OF THUNDER BAY

PRESIDENT Harry Tsekouras
305 James Street N., Thunder Bay, Ontario, PYC 4
(807) 475-0675 home

VICE PRESIDENT Nick Milionis
146 Albany Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario, P7A 675
(807) 345-1572 home

SECRETARY Harry Glymitsas
220 Angus Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario, P7A 2Y4
(807) 345-1872 home

CoO-TREASURER Tom Marinis
358 Lark Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario, P7B 1P5
(807) 346-4006 home

CO-TREASURER Peter Koukos
416 Shuniah Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario, P78 3A
(807) 344-6335 home

RELIGIOUS AND LEGAL AUTHORITIES

HiS EMINENCEMETROPOLITANSOTIRIOS
GREEKORTHODOXMETROPOLIS IFTORONTO(CANADA)

1 PATRIARCHBARTHOLOMEWWAY (86 OVERLEABOULEVARD
TORONTQ ONTARIOM4H 1C6

EMBASSY OFGREECE

80 MACLARENSTREET
OTTAWA ONTARIOK2P 0K6

CONSULATEGENERAL OFGREECE

365 B.OORSTREETE, SUITE 1800
TORONTQ ONTARIOM4W 3L4

GREEK TOURISTOFFICE (TORONTQ

1300 B\YSTREET
TORONTQ ONTARIOM5R 3K8

(416) 429-5757

Fax:(416) 429-4588
email:greekomt@on.aibn.co
www.gocanada.org

(613) 238-6271

Fax(613) 238-5676
www.greekembassy.ca

(416) 515-0133

Fax: (416) 515-0209
www.grconsulate.com

(416) 968-2220

Faxi(416) 968-6533
emaifjrnto.tor@sympatico.ca




" #$ # #
%! # "#HS

(@& Qe

& & & O%* ++

WE WILL TRY TO COME EARLIEST TO THE HOMES WITH SMBHLL DREN
IF YOU CANNOT BE THERE TO WELCOME THE KIDS AT THE¥B TIMES
PLEASE BE COURTEOUS AND CAER. NIKOLAOS AT472-1341.

-472-1341.




Here we are.
Glory to God.
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Great anticipation is building as we come
closer to Christmas Day. The old remember the
happy times in their youth when families gathered
to celebrate, and the young ones have hopes for the
presents and blessings that will be exchanged. This
is the one time of the year that many give gifts of
charity to those who are financially disadvantaged,
remembering God's manifold blessings. Others
surrender their burdens and sorrows for the joy tha
comes with the knowledge that "a Child is born" to
the world, a Child Who brings light, solace and
peace into the farthest corners of the earth.

In this time of the year, as we rush from
store to store searching for the perfect gift far o
love ones, let us remember that this is the season
when the Church hymns out tidings of great joy
announcing that Christ is born!

"Christ is born; glorify Him!
Christ comes from heaven; go to meet Him!
Christ is on earth; be exalted!
Sing to the Lord, all the earth!
And praise Him in gladness, O people, for He has
been glorified!"

This hymn describes how Orthodox
Christians joyfully give thanks to the gift of Céi's
miraculous Incarnation. The hymn calls us to act in
a very conscious and decisive manner. As Christiandive our Faith and witness it to the world tingb
our gladness and joy; like the single light burniomgyhtly in the darkness.

This time of the year is also a time of humilityhieh today's society has forgotten with t
commercialization of this Christ-mass day. The Thkos responded in humility when she consente(
bear the Christ-child. Christ chose a humble cavavhich to be born and become Man. The sheph
bowed in reverence and humility to the newborn Kihlge three wise kings traveled vast distancesato
homage to a baby in a cave used to shelter farmadsi O, what great and moving images these the
build! We, like the foreign kings and pure hearféteotokos, must respond to our Christian Faithmpte
humility at all times, and especially now during tAdvent Season. Christ's birthplace also remirsdhat
He depends upon each of us to welcome Him in oty kemes, and to make Him part of our lives 3
families.

Rejoice over the message of humility, life, loveddhe hope that Christ's life offers us. Do not
your hearts be cold and stomachs sated with tleéedi$ material things gathered and food eaten.
celebrate the joy of the Nativity and extend oweldo one another praying that the newborn Chidbdxts

eaCh Of us. http://home.it.net.au/~jgrapsas/pages/Birth.ht

It was said of Abba John the Persian that when some evildoers came to him, he
took a basin and wanted to wash their feet. But the y were filled with confusion, and
began to do penance.
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by Father James C. Meena

Christmas will be upon us soon and | know some ofoy are thinking, . . . “What, again?” Yes,
again! And | pray that you will celebrate many more Christmases to come. | become conscious
aware of the fact that our job as Christians is tanake ourselves infinitely more aware of the growing
chasm between the meaning of Christmas as we und&sd it as Christians and as society interpretg
it as a secular holiday. If you don't believe thatve are truly at war with a real enemy, please reathe
sixth chapter of St. Paul's letter to the EphesiansHe points out that we war not against human
enemies but against sovereignties and powers thatiginate the darkness in the world, the spiritual
army of evil in the heavens. That's why we must rglon God’s armor, upon God’s strength in order
that we might resist.

| ask you mothers and fathers, if you were in a cned of people and someone attacked you
children would it not be natural for you to stand in their defense. Is there a mother or a father whqg
would not willingly put himself between his children and the danger that threatened those children
St. Paul is saying to you that there are dangers & are threatening you that you do not recognize
something other than automobiles running down the teeet or rapists or muggers or burglars or
murderers, other than things that you can see wittyour eyes and touch with your hands. There are
invisible forces that are constantly assaulting yoand constantly assaulting your children.

| was interested in noting in a recent article in he Christian Science Monitor that the use of

drugs among young people from religiously orientethomes was considerably less than it was amo
young people that had little or no religious orienation. And it wasn't because these young peopl
from religiously oriented homes were square. It'sisply that they were not interested. Some of the
may have tried some of the less dangerous drugs arfdund that it wasn’'t for them. They had
something more basic, more profound upon which toast their lives and that was their religious faith.
So why don’t you stand between the danger that assis your children, the danger that you cannot
see but that you know is there, and fortify your ciidren with a whole armor of God in order that they
might withstand the assault of the evil one? The dyn way you can do that is by being proper
examples, by loving them and disciplining them ashey need love and discipline, by instructing them
by walking before them as a guide walks before thantutored in an unfamiliar forest. Otherwise,
your children like so many others will be statistis in a world where statistics are meaningless. The|
will be numbers in a computer, in a world where comuters are becoming god. “And then you must
accept salvation from God to be your helmet and thereceive the word of God from the Spirit to use
as a sword,” (Ephesians; 6:17).
St. Paul sketches a fantastic graphic picture of #nwarfare, the constant struggle between “us” ang
“them,” we who are the children of God and they whoare the children of Satan. Acknowledge this
and call upon God for help. Make every day God’s daand every day make your life God’s life and
He will come into your life, and He will change you life and He will change it every day, not just
once, but every time you call upon Him. He will mak your life better, a little more meaningful so tha
the sword of the Spirit then has some value and memg for you and the helmet of salvation will
protect you and shelter you from the assault of thevil one.

DID YOU KNOW- In the Orthodox Christian faith, Saint Stylianos th e Hermit is
considered the patron saint of children. He is of s pecial help to children who are ill
and to childless couples. He is also known as a pro tector of orphans.
He is usually depicted in icons as an elderly beard ed man holding a swaddled infant.
St.  Stylianos lived in Paphlagonia in the latter 6th and 7th century AD.
His day is celebrated on the 26th of November.
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SUNDAY +14™ SUNDAY OF LUKE. PROPHETHABBAKUM .
ORTHRO:00aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:30aM
TUESDAY +ST. BARBARA THE GREAT MARTYR . ST. JOHN DAMASCENE.
ORTHRO:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY10:15aAM
THURSDAY +ST1. NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER , ARCHBISHOP OF M YRA.
ORTHRO:00aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:15aM
SUNDAY +10™ SUNDAY OF LUKE. CONCEPTION OF THE THEOTOKOS.
ORTHRO:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY10:30aM
W EDNESDAY +ST. SPYRIDON, BISHOP OF TRYMITHOUS .
ORTHRO:00aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:15aM
SUNDAY +11™" SUNDAY OF LUKE. PROPHETHAGGAI.
ORTHRO:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY10:30aM
SUNDAY +SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY. TeENMARTYRS OFCRETE
ORTHRO:00aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:30aM
M ONDAY +CHRISTMAS EVE .
VESPER®**7:00 PM, DIVINE LITURGY OFST. BASIL THEGREAT***8:00 PM
TUESDAY +THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD GOD
AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.
ORTHRO:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY10:30aM
THURSDAY +ST1. STEPHEN THE FIRST MARTYR AND ARCHDEACON.
ORTHRO:00aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:15aM
SUNDAY +SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY.
ORTHRO:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY10:30aM
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TUESDAY +CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD. Sr. BASIL THE GREAT.
ORTHRO:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY OFST. BASIL THEGREAT10:15Mm
SATURDAY +EVE OF THEOPHANY . STS. THEOPEMPTUS ANDTHEONAS.
ORTHRO:00aM, DIVINE LITURGY OFST. BASIL THEGREAT10:15AM AND
THE SERVICE OF THEBLESSING OF THBNVATERS ATEPIPHANY.
SUNDAY +HOLY THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD.
ORTHRO:00aM, DIVINE LITURGY OFST. BASIL THEGREAT10:15M AND
THE SERVICE OF THEBLESSING OF THBNVATERS ATEPIPHANY.
M ONDAY +SYNAXIS OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST. sunoay AFTeR THEOPHANY.
ORTHRO:00aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:30aMm

THE REMAINDER OF THE JANUARY SCHEDULEOF SERVICES WILL BE IN THE JANUARY BULLETIN.
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by Rev. Fr. George A. Aswad

You are seated in a church pew. You are seatedeirHbuse of God. This morning you madg
decision to visit God. - Why?

When you visit a relative or friend, you g & purpose—usually with love—to see and to talihem.
Sometimes you call or make an appointment so yesare they are home and prepared to greet you.

This is God’s House. He is always here. Tiyoantment is for every Sunday, same time, sameep
This would be a most opportune time to discussgtiestion, “Why are you here?”; to speak to you &l
being on time for your visit with God; about shogirespect; participating in the conversation withdG
which is the Divine Liturgy; partaking of the reffements, that which refreshes the soul, Holy Comamu
But these subjects are for other sermons. This imgtet us talk about the question that is on ipe of the
oppressed; those in fear; the people that aread;ran the lips of all who view the world in ak itnisery;
the question—"Where is God?”

Father Michael Shahin tells of his visit tohaspital in Syracuse to visit a parishioner. Afte
conversation, he asks her, “Where is God?” Her anssy “God is in Heaven.” Father Michael turnsatg
little old lady in the next bed and asks, “Wher&isd?” Her answer is, “God is here in my heart.’abg
beloved, | ask you, which lady had the greateg?ai

A minister in Louisville, Kentucky. explaingde presence of God to his parishioners this W@gd is
right here. | can reach out and shake hands with'Go

There is the story of a famous English sungé@rd Moynihan; who was invited to operate befar
group of distinguished doctors. After the operatione doctor asked him, “How can you work so cal
and well, undisturbed by the onlookers?” The sun{ganswer was, “When | operate, there are justet
people in the room: the patient, myself, and God.”

The true Christian must feel the very presesicGod and the Lord. He must say, “God is hermyn
heart!” It is when we lose sight of God that we doee atheists, alcoholics, adulterers, sinners, urdsgl
and hypocritical followers of God—a God we havé loghe dense fog of our spiritual blindness.

| saw a war story on TV the other night—artitg drama: soldiers shooting guns; planes diyi
spitting their pellets of death; trucks, tanks, aading fires; people dying. Why, they were eveltirig
women and defenseless children! It was a greadtprtion,” except that—it was real, and those lyimghe
streets were really dead! The looks of fear orfélces of the people were real. | was watching asnewort
on the war in Saigon. TV was bringing into ourigiroom the awesome horror of war. Amid the nodfe
war and the screams of death, we cry out: “Whef@ad?” “Has God left us?” “Is He dead?” The ans
is, “God is here—but the world has lost sight ofrHi

Do you want more proof, more evidence, alm@odless world? Read a newspaper or a magaz
War, Crime, Dope, Hate, Sex! Why do we sit back awatch some misguided designers disrobe our yg
women—our daughters? Why do we allow publishengritat obscene and lewd pictures and risqué sto
Authors publish stories about the excitement of mittmg adultery, and the movies draw crowds byim
advertising. “This movie is recommended for adald anature audiences.”

Those responsible are getting rich, and wBg@ause the public, the people, Christians, youl awmil
buy these things—with our money and with our minas;accept them, body and soul, and we say to
children: “It is all right when you are adult andhture.”

The Church—the one force capable of fightwagk—is not getting the full support of the peoer
some reason, the message is not as appealing asghty forces that push God out of man’s life. \d&e
not accept the Church with our bodies and our sarld by our actions we say to our children: “Geq
some faint image in the pages of an ancient dugtieBHe is a sleeping God who watches the wq
commit suicide, physically and morally.”

Tolstoy, when he was fifty years old, becaragy despondent. He could not write. He even fetwdik
alone with himself, for he had the compulsion toaait suicide. One day while walking in the woods,

13




found himself thinking about life and the existerefeGod. He noticed that every time he really thadu
about the living God, every time he said out lotfur Father in Heaven,” he felt a joy, a new pedte.
had once again found his God.

An active Church is a living Church; a livir@hurch is one in which God is alive because
congregation has Him in focus. Our church orgammatbring us into contact with God and people.yT
make God real for us because we are working for thiraugh the Church. Through our organizations
become doers instead of viewers.

Finally, our Church Services make God real dis. Prayers and fasting make God real for
Communion offers us a living God, for Christ sdithis is My Body, this is My Blood.” This is the \dng
God. God is here on the Altar; He is here, thismma, in our hearts.

A SOYO sermon preached by the Rev. Fr. Georgewadiat St. George’s Church, Niagara Falls. N.Y.,
the visit of the Regional President to the locaNzAM Chapter.

Every time you come t
church, please bring som
non-perishable food items fa
our Christmas Food Drive
which will be distributed tg
the local shelters in Thunde
Bay.

Thank you and God bless
you, as you come forth with
assistance to those in need!




RTHODOX BIBLE STUDY SERIES

The Orthodox Bible Study Series is a new program tt Fr. Nikolaos is currently
designing for us to better understand the Word of @&d and incorporate it into our
daily lives, so we can come closer to Him. We arercently focusing on the Book of

Matthew.

Every second Tuesday in the Church (unless otherwasndicated)
6:30pm — 7:30pm

Tuesday, December 11
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UNITY - From left to right, Abune Paulos, Patriarch and Cat  holicos of the Ethiopian Othodox Tewahido Church, P ope

Shenouda IlIl, Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria and Al | Africa, and Catholicos Aram |, Patriarch and Cath  olicos of the
Armenian Orthodox Apostolic Church of the Great See of Cilicia. The three Patriarchs are marking the r  econciliation

between the Ethiopian and Coptic Orthodox churches through the mediation of Catholicos Aram I, at the Cathedral of
Saint Mark in Cairo, and are surrounded by their bi  shops and lay officials.




