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AUGUST 15: FEAST OF THE DORMITION OF OUR MOf@T

THE THEOTOKOS ANVIREER MARY

Introduction ]
The Feast of the Dormition of Our Most Holy Lady, the Theotakud EverVirgin Mary is celebrate

on August 15 each year. The Feast commemorates the repose (dormition and in then@seglor "falling-
asleep" of the Mother of Jesus Christ, our Lord. The Feast also commemorates the translation or assu on in
heaven of the body of the Theotokos.
Biblical Story

The Holy Scriptures tell us that when our Lord was dying on the Cross, He saw His mother g=| His
disciple John and said to the Virgin Mary, "Woman, behold your son!" and to John, "Behold your m
(John 19:2827). From that hour, the Apostle took care of the Theotokos in his own home. Along wi @ he
biblical reference in Act2:14 that confirms that the Virgin Mary was with the Holy Apostles on the .@n
Pentecost, the tradition of the Church holds that she remained in the home of the Apostle John in Jsaler
continuing a ministry in word and deed. @
At the time of her deathhe disciples of our Lord who were preaching throughout the world return to

gathered together at her bedside. At the moment of her death, Jemishithself descended and carried
soul into heaven.

Following her repose, the body of the Theotokos was taken in procession and laid in a tomb f[ghr the
Garden of Gethsemane. When the Apostle Thomas arrived three days after her repose and desireer
body, the tomb was found to be empty. The bodily assumption of the Theotokos was confirmed by the @ ssac

of an angel and by her appearance to the Apostles.

This great Feast of the Church and the iq
celebrates a fundamental teaching of our &ithe
Resurrection of the body. In the case of the Theotol=5,
this has been accomplished by the divine will of G
Thus, this Feast is a feast of hope, hope in Resurre @»
and life eternal. Like those who gathered around @
body of the Virgin Mary, we ghaer around our depart
loved ones and commend their souls into the handf
Christ. As we remember those who have reposed i e
faith before us and have passed on into the commu n
of the Saints, we prepare ourselves to one da e
received into the nevife of the age to come.

We also affirm through this Feast as we jour
toward our heavenly abode that the Mother of G
intercedes for us. Through Christ she has become the mother of all of the children of God, embracin
divine love.

Orthodox Christian Celebration of the Feast of the DORMITION

The commemoration of the Dormition of the Theotokos and the preparation for the Feast bq on
August 1 with a period of fasting. A strict fast is followed on most of the days (no meat, dairy, oil, omwitime
the exceptions of fish on the Feast of the Transfiguration (August 6) and the day of the Dormition. Oil a ine

are allowed on Saturdays and Sundays.

On the weekdays before the Feast, Paraklesis services are held in most parishes. These ¢ten of t
Great Paraklesis and the Small Paraklesis, both services of supplication and prayer for the intercessi of tl
Theotokos.

following: At VespersGenesis 28:107; Ezekiel 43:2744:4 Proverbs 9:411. At the MatinsLuke 1:3949, 56
At the Divine Liturgy:Philippians 2:511; Luke 10:3842; 11:27-28.



http://bible.gospelcom.net/cgi-bin/bible?language=english&version=NIV&passage=John%2B19%3A25-27&x=0&y=0
http://bible.gospelcom.net/cgi-bin/bible?language=english&version=NKJV&passage=Genesis%2B28%3A10-17&x=0&y=0
http://bible.gospelcom.net/cgi-bin/bible?language=english&passage=Ezekiel%2B43%3A27-44%3A4&version=NIV
http://bible.gospelcom.net/cgi-bin/bible?language=english&version=NIV&passage=Proverbs%2B9%3A1-11&x=0&y=0
http://bible.gospelcom.net/cgi-bin/bible?language=english&version=NIV&passage=Luke%2B1%3A39-49&x=0&y=0
http://bible.gospelcom.net/cgi-bin/bible?language=english&version=NIV&passage=Philippians%2B2%3A5-11&x=0&y=0
http://bible.gospelcom.net/cgi-bin/bible?language=english&version=NIV&passage=Luke%2B10%3A38-42&x=0&y=0
http://bible.gospelcom.net/cgi-bin/bible?language=english&version=NIV&passage=Luke%2B11%3A27-28&x=0&y=0
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33 L FikstVkit td af RrthddgeChurck
By Frederica Matthewe£sreen
Orthodox worship is different! Some of these differences are apparent, if perplexing, from the first moment you walk i
church. Others become noticeable only over time. Here is some information that may help you feel more at home in
Orthodox worship tweldS G KAy 3& L 6AaK LOR (y26y o0ST2NB Y& FANRIDG

#3 ¢ In this sign

To say that we make the sign of the cross frequently would be an understatement. We sign ourselves whene
Trinity is invoked, whenever we venerate the crosso icon, and on many other occasions in the course of the Liturgy
LIS2LX S FNByQil SELISOGSR (G2 R2 S@OSNRBGKAY3I (GKS alyvy$S gl @
by sweeping their right hand to the floor. On first enterin@& dzNOK LIS2 L)X S YI & O2YS dzml
crossing themselves and bowing with right hand to the ftotwice, then kiss the icon, then make one more metania.
becomes familiar with time, but at first it can seem like sed¢ra@hdshake stuffi K i & 2dz | NB adzNB
@2dz R2y Qi KI @S (G2 F2f{t2¢ adAaio

We cross with our right hands from right to left (push, not pull), the opposite of Roman Catholics arahhigh
Protestants. We hold our hands in a prescribed way: thumb arstl fivo fingertips pressed together, last two finge
pressed down to the palm. Here as elsewhere, the Orthodox impulse is to make everything we do reinforce the Fa
you figure out the symbolism? (Three fingers together for the Trinity; two fingesaght down to the palm for the two
yEGdzNSa 2F / KNRAGET YR KAa O2YAy3d R2gy G2 SINIK®OL ¢
g2y QG 3ISG &2dz RSy2dzyOSR a I KSNBGIAOO®
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SCHEDULBFDIVINESERVICE3ucUs1010

+10"" SUNDAYOFMATTHEWPROCESSION OF HBLYOROSS
ORTHR09:15AM; DIVINELITURGY.0:30aM.

SERVICE OF TSEALLPARAKLESIS TO MBsSTHOLYTHEOTOKQZ:00PM
SERVICE OHESVIALLPARAKLESIS TO MesTHOLYTHEOTOKQZ:00PM

+THETRANSFIGURATIOROUR

LORBOGODANDSAVIOURESUESHRIST.
ORTHR09:15AM; DIVINELITURGY.0:15AM.

+11""SUNDAYDFMAT THEWSs:. AmiLianos
ORTHRO08:15AM; DIVINELTURGY.0:30aM.

SERVICE OF TSEALLPARAKLESIS TO MBsSTHOLYTHEOTOKQZ:00PM
SERVICE OF TBHALLPARAKLESIS TO MESsTHOLYTHEOTOKGQZ :00PM
VESPERIHEDORMITION OF THEEOTOKOZ:00PM.

+THEDORMITIONDFTHETHEOTOKOS.
ORTHR09:15AM; DIVINELITURGY.0:30AM.

+13""SUNDAYDEMATTHEWsr. AcatHonikos
ORTHR09:15AM; DIVINELITURGY.0:30aM.

+BEHEADINGFJOHNITHEBAPTIST
ORTHR09:15AM; DIVINELITURGY.0:30aM.
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THE TRUTH ABOUT
FACEBOOK FRIENDS

by Nathan Lewis

| recently reevaluated my participation on the

social networking internet forum calldgacebook For

those who may not know, Faceboallows a participant

to set up a home page, including photos, persona

information and then allow "friends" to view your page

and all of your information. Facebook is most often used

to post opinions, family happenings and other trivial

items of interestYour "friends' can comment on your page and you can comment on theirs. Frief=s of
friends may view all of your entries depending on the security selections you choose. Many D USE
Facebook to promote issues, organizations or to comment on current &@nispride themselves in ha

many "friends" they have on Facebook. The current number of Facebook friends is displayed ] eacl
person's homepage. | just culled out my friends list so that only relatives and close friends are i ] dec
Some that | "ddriended" took it personally. | explained to those who inquired, that my friendshipth
them is not based on Facebook encounters, but real life.

| have always taught my daughters to know the difference between friends and acquaintan -@ Thi
lesson was prooted by their propensity to refer to acquaintances as friends and afford them thd@ame
confidences. Often they knew very little about the acquaintances. Especially lacking was knowled@} of

(5]

circumstances, share her private cell number, and where she was going to be at a certain time, wit OO's
strangers? But on Facebook everyone is adrieight? That conduct is a tragedy waiting to happen. I
amazed at how often | am asked a personal question on my open FB wall. | never answer and alwd[g] dele
the question immediately.

Parents, do you know what your children are sharing with théd@d once had to inform a
Orthodox priest of the FB activities of his daughter, including the provocative photos and videos th ere
being posted of her and her boyfriend, many taken in her bedroom. Under what other circumstancejgtould
have seen hdying on a bed with &eenagéoy or embraced in a passionate kiss in front of 100's of pdryle

and out of the person's contrdtven those "innocent pes" such as two girls in an embrace, posing
pursed lips, doing thglamourthing, is viewed by 100's of people as erotic and provocative. They are [=sily
captured and saved for anyone's personal or public use. Many of these posers list themsethvestiass"
or "Orthodox". One thing is focertain;they are acting foolishly and have not counted the cost of [=tir
actions.

Be as wise as serpents but as harmless as doves. Do not post or say anything on Faceboo at \
would not want your closestiénds or family to see, or at least make your privacy settings more s¢=lire,
because FB friends are not all...friends.



http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_zyQKJT5SBWM/TAU1TPVeAzI/AAAAAAAACQo/LQ2FOo0-Id8/s1600/facebook3.jpg
http://journeytoorthodoxy.blogspot.com/2010/06/truth-about-facebook-friends.html
http://journeytoorthodoxy.blogspot.com/2010/06/truth-about-facebook-friends.html
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OUR MEMBERGSo0 far onlyl02 people have submitted their membership dues for 20. We ask and

G

encourage everyone to do so as soon as possible. Each member is indispensable for the well bei [

functioning of our parish. We thank all who have taken the time to submit their membership d

already as ofluly26, 2010:

©CoNoO~LDNE

Mr. Razvan Anisca

Mrs. Monica Anisca

Mr. Gavriil Aspropotamitis
Mr. Peter Avgeropoulos
Mrs. Joyce Avgeropoulos
Mr. Nick Balina

Mr. Charlie Biniaris

Mrs. Katerina Biniaris

Ms. Irene Biniaris

. Mr. Bill Biniaris

. Mrs. Dimitria Biniaris

. Mrs. Katerina Biniaris

. Mrs. Jennie Biniaris

. Mrs. Lisa Boote

. Mr. Pat Boote

. Mr. Costa Chimbakis

. Mrs. Helen Chimbakis

. Mr. Andreas Comminos
. Mrs. Nitsa Comminos

. Mr. Bill Comminos

. Mr. George Comminos
. Mr. Peter Comminos

. Mrs. Tarja Comminos

. Mrs. Athena Damianakos
. Ms. Angela Damianakos
. Mr. Bill Damianakos

. Mrs. Bayba Frattolin

. Mr. Ted Frisky

. Mrs. Joanne Frisky

. Mr. Shawn Frisky

. Mrs. Sheila Glymitsas

. Mr. Peter Giardetti

. Mrs. Tara Giardetti

. Mr. Terry Hatzis
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68.

Mrs. Theodora Hatzis
Mr. Ken Imperius
Mrs. Mary Imperius
Mr. Andy Karanasos
Mrs. Lori Karanasos
Mrs. Lisa Kahramanos
Mr. Peter Koukos
Mrs. Tanya Koukos *
Mr. Nick Koukos

Mrs. Joyce Koukos
Mr. Ray Leino *

Mrs. Virginia Leino
Mr. Chris Lent

Mrs. Joanne Lent

Mr. Jack Lotsios

Mrs. Effie Lotsios

Mr. George Lotsios
Mr. George Lucas
Mrs. Helen Machairas
Mr. Tom Marinis **
Mr. Taxios Milionis
Mrs. AndreaMilionis*
Mrs. Athina Morakis
Ms. Maria Morakis
Ms. Georgina Mellas
Mr. Tom Mellas

Mrs. Smaragde Mellas
Mrs. Matina Mellas
Ms. Bessie Melville
Mrs. Angie Palo

Mr. John Pantoulias
Mr. Peter Pantoulias
Mrs. Helen Pantoulias
Mrs. Maria Pantoulias

DID YOU KNOW...

...how important your time, talents and treasures are to o
parish family? Without these things, it would cost $1,208.
per member, per year to fulfill the basic costs afnning our
parish (based on our 2009 operating costs).

69. Mrs. Nikki Pantoulias
70. Mr. Tom Pavlou

71. Mrs. Rosa Pavlou

72. Mrs. Virginia Pazianos
73. Mr. Jim Pazianos

74. Mrs. Helen Ralph

75. Mrs. Lola Saites

76. Mr. Peter Saites

77. Mrs. Nora Saites *

78. Mr. Steven Scollie *

79. Mrs. Rose Sourtzis

80. Mr. Spyro Sourtzis

81. Mr. Marino Spourdalakis
82. Mrs. Nora Spourdalakis
83. Mr. Achilles Stathopoulos
84. Mrs. Irene Stathopoulos *
85. Mr. Marty Straight

86. Mr. Emilios Stefanidis
87. Mrs. Xeni Theodore

88. Mr. Ahileas Tsekouras
89. Mr. Constantine Tsekouras
90. Mrs. Jane Tsekouras
91. Mr. Paul Tsekouras

92. Mrs. Sylvia Tsekourés
93. Mr. Harry Tsekouras

94. Mrs. Lily Tsekouras

95. Mr. John Tsekouras

96. Mrs. Anna Tsentouros
97. Mrs. Christine Vlotaros
98. Mr. Peter Vlotaros

99. Mr. Taki Vlotaros

100. Miss Helen Vlotaros
101. Mrs. Ploumi Vlotaros
102. Mrs. Athena Vlotaros
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