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FROM FR. KOSTA

Beloved in Christ,

In the Nativity of Jesus Christ,
the eternal Word and Son of the Father,
we see a great mystery revealed to us.
The Word who was in the beginning
with God, the very One through whom
all things were made, has come down
and clothed Himself in our flesh. *‘And
the Word became flesh and dwelt among
us”(John 1:14). Through this self-
emptying act of love, the Creator has
entered His creation, the Infinite has
humbled Himself to dwell in a cave, and
the King of Glory has lain in a manger.

Why has He done this? For us,
and for our salvation through the healing
of our souls and our reconciliation with
Him. As St. Athanasius proclaims: “God
became man so that man might become
god” He did not descend to earth to
leave us as we were or to have us live the
same as before, but to raise us up to our

original purpose and beauty, to make the
earthly heavenly and bring those who
were separated from our Creator back to
their Father.

Therefore, what is required of
us? In short, repentance. This is why the
Saint John and Baptist and Forerunner
cried out: “Repent, for the Kingdom of
Heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2). Christ
is born not to bless our sins or “accept us
as we are,” but to free us from the things
that separate us from Him. So will we
celebrate His Nativity while clinging to
anger, envy, immorality, and pride?
Instead of celebrating the things that
separate us from our Lord, let’s cleanse
the cave of our hearts, that the Child
Jesus may find a worthy dwelling place,
not in a palace, but in a humble place
ready to receive Him.

(Continued on the next page)

[ SOME OF THE MAJOR

RELIGIOUS FEASTS

« Barbara the Great Martyr
(Dec. 4)

¢ Nicholas of Myra (Dec. 6)

« Conception of the
Theotokos (Dec. 9)

« Ingatius the Godbearer
(Dec. 20)

« Nativity of our Lord (Dec.
25)

¢ Stephen the First Martyr
(Dec. 27)

St Stephen the First Martyr flickr.com

Hymn of St. Stephen
Deacon and First-Martyr
(Tone 4):

Stephen, a crown of royalty
was laid on your head for the
contests you courageously
endured for Christ our God,
as first among Martyr saints.
You refuted the ravings of the
Jews who accused you, and
you saw your Saviour at the
right hand of the Father. We
pray that you will ever

entreat Him to save our souls.
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Let's pay attention to St.
Isaac the Syrian: “This life has been
given to you for repentance; do not
waste it in vain pursuits.” Now is the
time! Not tomorrow, not later, but
today, while the King Himself knocks
at the door of our souls.

And what does this
Incarnate Lord bring to us? Peace.
The angels sang: “Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace,
goodwill toward men” (Luke 2:14).
But we don’t mean the false peace of
this world, which is but a fragile
truce, easily broken. The world’s
peace is a mask covering hatred, a
comfort that quickly fades. But
Christ says: “My peace I give to you;
not as the world gives do I give to
you” (John 14:27). His peace springs
from the forgiveness of sins, from
reconciliation with the Father, from
hearts made whole by repentance.
This peace cannot be stolen by
poverty, persecution, or death,
because it rests not on
circumstances or ideologies, but on
Christ Himself.

The Church, always guided
and inspired by the Holy Spirit, tells
us: If you want this peace, repent! If
you want to spread this peace,
forgive! If you want to dwell in this
peace, love your brother and your
sister, even as Christ has loved you.
St. Seraphim of Sarov cries out:
“Acquire the Spirit of peace, and
thousands around you will be
saved.”

Let us not think only of
ourselves, but also of our parish.

| Christ did not come to save one

FROM FR. KOSTA (CONTINUED)

person only, but to gather a people,
to form His Body, the Church. Here,
in the Eucharist, the Incarnate One
unites us not in figure, but in truth,
as St. John Chrysostom teaches.

If we repent together, if we
love one another, if we bear one
another’s burdens, then the world
will look upon us and see the Word
made flesh still dwelling among His
people. Then truly shall our parish
be a living manger, from which the
light of Christ shines forth to the
world.

So let us fall down and
worship. Let us repent and be
reconciled. Let us lay aside false
peace and teachings and embrace
the true peace of the King who
comes in humility. Then, with the
angels and shepherds, we too shall
cry with joy: “Christ is born! Glorify
Him!”

A blessed Nativity to all
Merry Christmas to you and your

families.

+Fr. Kosta

WHICH SEAL IS PROPER
FOR PROSPHORO?

The symbols in the Prosphoro
(Offering Bread) Seal convey
theological and doctrinal truths,
and it is, therefore, essential for
them to be correct. The correct
seal bears the lettering ICXC NIKA
or [ZXX NIKA.

IC [XC Iz [Xz C
& & 1€1X ) 4
NI [KA NI(KA N|l«




MHNYMA TOY NATPOZ KQONZTANTINOY

Ayammrot ev Xplotw,

Yt 'evvnomn tov Inoov Xplotov, Tou alwviou
Adyou kat YoV tou Iatépa, pag amokaAvmTeETAL £V
peyaio puotnplo. O Adyog, Tov NTav amo TV apxn
puadl pe tov Oed, AuTog amd Tov omolo £yvav To
TAvTa, KaTEPNKe Kal popeoe T Ok HAG GAPKOL.
«Kal 0 Adyog oapf éyéveto kai €oknNVwoev €v
nuivy (Iw. 1,14). Me autiv Vv mpdén aydmng, o
Anplovpyog pmnke péoa otn Snuovpyia Tovu, o
Amelpog TamEWVWONKE Yl VA KOTOIKNOEL O €va
omAalo, kat o Baolildg g Addag Eamiwoe og pia
@aTvn.

lNarti to éxave auto; Ta gpdg, koL yux
cwtnpla pag, pe tn Bepameia TG Puxng Lag Kot I
oup@Aiwon poag pallt Tov. Omwg Aéel o Aylog
ABavaoiog: «0 Bgdg £ywve avBpwTog yia va yivel o
avBpwmog 0g0¢.» Agv KATEBNKE 011 YN Yl va Uag
a@Noel OTMWG NUUOTAV 1 YlX VX OUVEXIOOUUE Vva
fovpe OTIWG TPV, OAAG Yl va pag avefaocel Eava
OTOV OapXlKO UAG OKOTO Kol KAAAOG, va KAVEL TA
yNva ovpavia, KoL va @EPEL MOW KOVIA OTOV
[Matépa 660G eiyav amopakpuvoel.

Tu {ntaer Aowmov amo epdag; Metavoia. T
autd xat o Aywg lwavvng o Bamtiotng kat
[IpdSpopog wvate: «Metavoeite: fyylkev yop n
Baodela TV oUpavdv» (Math. 3,2). O Xplotog
yevvnOnke OxL yl va EVAOYTOEL TIG AUAPTIEG HAG T
va pag «dextel OMwG elpaotey, aAdd ylux va pHag
elevBepwoel amd 60a pag xwpifouv amd Autov. Oa
yloptaoovpe tn I'évwnon Tou xpatwvtag tnv opyn,
™ (MALla, TNV QpapTia KoL TNV VTEpn@Aaveta; Avti va
yloptalovpe 6oa pag ywpllouvv amod tov Koplo, ag
kaBaploovpe To omNAALO TNG KAPSLAG UAG, WOTE TO
Oeio Bpépog va Bpet évav toTo Gl0 v KATOLKNOEL
Oxt o€ TOAQTL, 0AAG O€ L TATIEWVT] KOPSLE IOV €lval
étowun va Tov SexBel.

Ag mpooefovpe Ta Adyla Tou Ayiov loadk tou
YUpou: «Autn N (w1 oou 86BNKeE Yl peTAVOLX: PNV
mv §odevelg o patalx mpaypata.» Topa elval o
kalpog! OxL avplo, OxL apyoTeEPQ, OAAL ONUEP, EVW O
(18106 0 BaotAldg xtumast tnv mopta g Puxmg pag.

Kal 1L pag @épvel o EvavBpwmnpuévog
Koplog; Eipnivn. Ou dayyedot éPardav: «AdEa év
vPlotolg Oed, kal €ml yfg eipnvn, €v AvBpwTOoLg
evdokia» (Aovk. 2,14). AAA& Sev evvoolue Tnv
PevTIKn €pnvn TOU KOOHOU, MOV Eelval pla

eVBpavoTn avakwyn, Tov gVkoAa omast. H eipnvn
TOU KOOUOU elval plot HAOKA IOV KAAUTITEL TO UlOOG,
Ll TTOPTYOPLA TIOV Ypriyopa xavetal. AAAd o Xplotog
Agel: «TNv gipvnv TV Eunv Si8wpL Vpiv- oV kabwg O
KO6opog Sidwowv éym Sidwut vuiv» (Iw. 14,27). H
elpnvn Tou mnydlel amd Tn oLUYXWPTNON TWV
QLaPTIWV, amd TN cUU@LAlwon pe tov Tlatépa, amo
KapSLEG TOU £ylvav OAOKANPEG pEoa amd 1M
puetavola. Avtnv Tnv epnvn Sev pmopel va TNV
KAEPEL OUTE 1 OTWXEWK, OUTE O SLWYUOG, OUTE O
Bavatog, ywatli dev otnpilletal o KATAOTACELS 1)
18eoAoyieg, aAAd otov (o Tov XpLoTo.

H ExxAnola, kaBodnyovpevn mavta amd to
Ayio Tlvevpa, pag Aéet: Av B€Aelg auTiv TNV €PNV,
uetavonoe! Av BéAelg va ™ Stadwaoelg, cuyxwpnoe!
Av B£Aelg va KATOIKNOELS HECH TNG, AYATTNGE TOV
mANGlov oov, OTMwG og aydnnoe o Xplotog. O Aylog
Yepaelp tov ZApw@ pag Afel: «AmMOKTNOE TO
[Ivedpa NG elpnvng, kat XALadeg yvpw oou Ba
ocwBovv.»

Ag pn OKeETOUACTE HOVO TOV E€QUTO O,
0AAG kal TV kowotnta pog. O Xplotog Sev 11pbe va
OWOEL LOVO £V ATONO, KAAX VA CUYKEVTPWOEL EVOV
Ao, va oxnpatioel to Zopa Tov, Tnv EkkAnoia. Ztnv
Cwn NG KowoTtnTag pag kot ot Osia Evyaplotia, o
Evoapkwpévog 0e66 pag evvel Oyt GURBOAKA, dAAG
aAnBuwa, omwg Siddokel o Ayiog lwavvng o
XpuoooTopoG.

Av petavoouvpue 6Aol padli, av ayamaue o €vag
TOV GAAOV, AV OTKWVOVLE 0 £vag Ta Bapn Tou AAAov,
TOTE 0 KOONOG B SeL Tov AbGYyo Tov £ylve oApKaA VA
Katolkel akoun avapeoa otov Aad Tou. Ko toTte,
TPAyHaTL, 1 kKowotnta pag Ba yivel pa {wvtavn
@Aatvn, amdé v omoia To WG Tou XploTol Ba
AQUTIEL 0TOV KOO O.

Ag méoovpe Aomov va Tov TPOGKUVI|COUYE.
AG HETAVONOOUHE KAl a¢ OCUU@LALwOoVUNE. Ag
a@NOOVUE OTNV akpn TNV YPeOTIKN EPNVN Kol
PelTikeg  S18aokaAieg, KUl 0 AYKOALAGOUHE TNV
aAnBuwn epnvn touv BaolAid Tou E£pxeTal pe
tamneivwon. Kot toTe, padl pe Toug ayy£EAoug Kol ToOUG
TIOLHEVEG, KL UElS Ba @wvagoupe pe xapd: «XpLoTtog
yevvartat Sofdoate!»

Xpovia ToAAG, kL gvAoynpéva Xplotolyevva
0€ E0GG KL TLG OLKOYEVELEG OOG.

+1. Kwvotavtivog



PANCAKE
BREAKFAST

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church

Sunday, December 28, 2025

Pancakes and Coffee/Juice
For the Whole Family

Right After the Divine Liturgy

IN MEMORIAM THIS MONTH

This month, we remember and pray for the
souls of our departed Orthodox brothers
and sisters who lived in Thunder Bay. The
list below is based on our church’s Registry
Book of Deaths and Funerals entries.

Please inform our priest if there are any
errors or omissions.

May the Lord our God rest the souls of His
servants:

Vasilios Gerasimos (1960)
Maria Andreou (1960)
Efstathos Pappas (1964)
Georgia Pagonis (1971)
Panagiotis Saites (1972)
Agni Chronopoulos (1988)
Alexander Drombolis (1998)
Constantinos Glymitsas (2000)
Olympia Bulgaria (2002)
Athena Vlotaros (2010)
Ljubomir Velickovic (2010)
Anastasios Mellas (2015)
Chris Metsopoulos (2016)

With the Saints, give rest, O Christ, to Your
servants' souls where there is no pain, sorrow,
or lament, but life everlasting.

Meta twv Aylwv avamavoov Xploté tag
Yuydas Twv SovAwv Xov, évOa oUk eaTi TOVOC,
ov AUTN, ov aTeEVayuos, arida {wn
QATEAEVTNTOG.
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MONTHLY SCHEDULE - DECEMBER 2025

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURDSAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

6

NICHOLAS THE
WONDERWORKER
Orthros 9:00 am
Div. Liturgy 10:15 am

7

10TH SUNDAY OF LUKE
Orthros 9:00 am
Div. Liturgy 10:30 am

Philoptochos Bake Sale
Decoration of the

Christmas Tree & the
church.

9

CONCEPTION OF THE
THEOTOKOS BY ST.
ANNA

Orthros 9:00 am

Div. Liturgy 10:15 am

10

1

12

13

14

TITH SUNDAY OF LUKE,
Orthros 9:00 am
Div. Liturgy 10:30 am

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

SUNDAY BEFORE THE
NATIVITY OF CHRIST
Orthros 9:00 am

Div. Liturgy 10:30 am

Holy Unction at end of
Liturgy

22

23

24

EVE OF THE NATIVITY OF
OUR LORD

Vesperal Divine Liturgy of
St. Basil the Great

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

25

THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD
AND SAVIOUR JESUS
CHRIST

Orthros 9:00 am

Div. Liturgy 10:15 am

26

27

28

SUNDAY AFTER THE
NATIVITY OF CHRIST
Orthros 9:00 am

Div. Liturgy 10:30 am

Family Pancake Breakfast
after Church

29

30

31

On weekday Services, the Orthros (Matins) is often shorter, and the Divine Liturgy may start 15 to 20 minutes earlier.




CHRISTMAS

BAKE SAIE

Sunday, December 7, 2025 | 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church Hall
651 Beverly Street, Thunder Bay

Greek Baking
Christmas Tsoureki Bread

Spanakopita

Organized by the Holy Trinity Philoptochos Association




MHNIAIEZ INEYMATIKEZ 2YZHTH2EI2

>1a EAAnVIKQ, e Tov L KovoTavTivo, pia ¢opd To urfiva otnv aiBouaca tng ekkAnoiag

11:00 L. €0 12:00 L.

HMEPOMHNIEZ & OEMATA

AEYTEPA, 1 AEKEMBPIOY 2025
H @cla Aeitoupyla- O Oupavég
en{e Ing

AEYTEPA, 12IANOYAPIOY 2026
Zxéoelg, Nduog kat Oikoyévela

AEYTEPA, 9 dEBPOYAPIOY 2026
Nnotela kai lMveuuatikég Aydvag

AEYTEPA, 16 MAPTIOY 2026
H Mpooeuxrj kat n Euxn Tou Incotd

AEYTEPA, 20 ANPIAIOY 2026
H OpBodoéia kai n Wuxikn Yyela

AEYTEPA, 11 MAIOY 2026
Ot Eikbéveg Katn ©coAoyla Tou
KdAAoug

MapakaAoUue SNAGOTE TN CUNKETOXN 0ag oTtn AioTta eyypadwv rou BpiokeTtal oTtov mivaka
avakolvwoewv dima otn nopTta TnS aiBoucag g eKKAnoiag.

AEYTEPA, 15 10YNIOY 2026
H E&ouoAdynon katn Metavoia

AEYTEPA, 17 AYTOYZTOY 2026
O1 Aytot kat n Kowvwvia e
ExkxkAnolag

AEYTEPA, 21 ZENTEMBPIOY 2026
Ot ‘Eoxatot Kaipol kat n TeAikn
Kplon

AEYTEPA, 19 OKTQBPIOY 2026
MoAttikrj kat Maykéouta Oéuata

AEYTEPA, 16 NOEMBPIOY 2026
O1 XptoTtiavol kat o Zyxpovog
Kéouog

Merry
Christmas!

WARM WISHES FROM
OUR BOARD OF
DIRECTORS AND

FR. KONSTANTINOS

Christ is Born,
Glorify!
XpLotog 'evvartat,
Aotaocate!

Christmas 2025




ICONOGRAPHY PROJECT

With gratitude to God and to our beloved spiritual family that is our Community, we are blessed to begin soon the
first phase of our church’s iconography project — the beautification of the ceiling in the Holy of Holies. In time, and
with God’s grace, the remaining icons will adorn the ceiling above the nave, completing this vision of heavenly
beauty within our temple. The dome, Pantocrator, and the walls of the Holy of Holies already stand as a testament
to the faith, generosity, and love of our Community. This new phase continues that legacy, inviting us all to take part
in the spiritual and artistic growth of our parish. May this sacred work inspire unity, devotion, and joy in every
heart. Those who wish to support the project are encouraged to speak with our Priest for more information.

NMPOrPAMMA ATIOTPAPHZHZ

Me euyvwpoovvn Tpog Tov B0 Kal TPOG TNV AYATINUEVT] LG TIVEVMATLKY OLKOYEVELX Ttov gival 11 Kowvotnta pag,
elpaoTte eVAOYNUEVOL VU EEKLVIIOOVIE GUVTOUN TNV TIPWTY (PACT TOU TPOYPAUUATOS AYLOYPAPNONG TOU vaoU HAG
— TOV KOAAWTILOUG TNG 0po@N§ pEca aTo Aylo Bijua. Me Tov kalpd, kat Pe T X&pn Tov Ogo), 0L UTIOAOLTIEG ELKOVES
Ba KoouUNGoLVY TNV 0POPT] TTAVW ATIO TOV KUPIWG VAO, OAOKAPWVOVTAG QUTO TO OPAUA TNG OUPAVIAG OUOPPLAG
puéoa otov vao pag. O tpovAog, o IMavtokpatopag kat ot Tolxol Tov Iepov Biuatog 1én amoteAovv paptupia g
T{oTNG, TNG YEVWWALOSWPING KL TNG AYATING TWV UEAWV TNG KOWOTNTAS paG. AUTH 1 véa (Aaomn ouvexifel autn TV
LEPT TAPAKATAON KT, KOAWVTOG OAOUG UAG VO CUUUETAGYOVUE GTNV TIVEVUATIKY KoL KOAALTEXVIKN avATITUEN TG
ekkAnoiag pag. EiBe auto to 1epo £pyo va eUTVENCEL EVOTNTA, APOGIWoT KAl xapd o€ kabe kapdid. Ocot embupolv
VA GUVELGPEPOUV OTO £PY0, TTAPAKOAOVVTAL VU ETILKOLVWVI|GOUV UE TOV [EPEA UG YIX TIEPLOGOTEPES TIAT|POPOPIES.

5 . Etoimasia/Proskomide
The Asce$nes:;:)|:) of Christ (Preparation of the Gifts) Hon;;eg;gcost
! $4,000 ’
ALTAR AREA
John Matthew
$2,000 $2,000
. . Jesus Christ Pantocrator The Resurrection of
The Nag\éltgogf Christ (Existing iconography in Christ
’ the dome) $8,000
Luke Mark
$2,000 $2,000
. . . St. John
Ypapanti (Thfh2"$::"§e‘)’f the Lord in the Baptist The Crucifixion of Christ
$6,000 $1,500 $6,000
The Holy Trinity/ .
The Baptism of Christ/Theophany ® Entrance into Jerusalem (Palm
Sunday)
$6,000 Abraham 6,000
$6,000 ’
The Wedding at Cana Jesus The Resurrection of Lazarus
$6,000 “Emmanuel ¢ $6,000
$1,500
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ORTHODOX
MONTHLY TALKS
ONLINE

~ MONDAYS, ONCE A MONTH
V7 MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2025
/‘ The Divine Liturgy - Heaven on Earth

/ MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 2026
£ Dating, Marriage, and Family

2

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2026
Fasting & Spiritual Warfare

MONDAY, MARCH 16, 2026
Prayer and the Jesus Prayer

~ MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2026
Orthodoxy & Mental Health

 MONDAY, MAY 11, 2026
Icons & the Theology of Beauty

MONDAY, JUNE 15, 2026
' Confession & Repentance

,. ~

' MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 2026
. The Saints & the Communion of the Church

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2026
The End Times & the Last Judgement

b2
I-O.M& -

SCAN HERE TO EMAIL
FR. KOSTA

e By
o
-4

R

MONDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2026
: Politics & World Issues

' MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2026
Christians & the Modern World

-~ N

BT S

TO REGISTER:
- Please email Father Kosta at
b fatherkosta@me.com or scan the QR code on
J this poster to register and receive your
‘¥ Microsoft Teams meeting ID and passcode to
X ‘join the sessions at: teams.live.com




YOUNG SAINTS' WORKSHOP
Joy to the World! Merry Christmas!

On December 25, we celebrate the birth of Jesus
Christ! The celebration lasts fFor twelve days, all
the way to January 5, where the Christmas
celebration ends in the evening, and the
celebration of Christ's Baptism and Theophany

begins.

== Comic Strip: The Journey to Bethlehem.
Draw a 3-panel comic showing Joseph and Mary
going to Bethlehem, finding a place to stay, and
Jesus being born in the manger. Add your own
speech bubbles or thoughts! Have your family
draw their own comic strips as well!

- Panel1: On the road to Bethlehem

. Panel 2: Looking for a place to stay

. Panel 3: Baby Jesus is born!

Holy Habits For November
- Light a candle during prayer this month.
. Say“Christis Born"to someone at church on or
after December 25, until January 5
(Theophany).

. Donate food or toys to someone in need.

What kinds of gifts are there?

We love getting presents at Christmas, from toys
to clothes to treats.

What other kinds of gifts can you give at
Christmas and other days of the year?

Is being kind or offering help a gift we can give?

Hymn of the Month
“Christ is Born! Glorify Him!"
This is a joyful greeting we use during the
Christmas season. Try saying it after your

prayers on Christmas and until Theophany!

RAISING SAINTS: PRACTICAL
ORTHODOXY AT HOME

CHRIST IS BORN AT HOME AND IN THE CHURCH

Scripture: “For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” — Luke 2:11

For the world around us, Christmas often becomes a
season of shopping, lights, and parties. But for the
Orthodox Christian, Christmas is a feast of the
Incarnation — God becoming man so that humanity
might be united with Him. It is not simply a holiday;
it is part of our salvation story. Our children absorb
what we emphasize at home. If they see us treating
Christmas mainly as gifts, food, and decorations, that
will shape their memory of it. But if they see us
preparing through prayer, fasting, and worship, then
Christmas becomes not just a day, but a meeting with
Christ Himself.

Preparing for Christmas celebrations at Home:

o Tell the Story: Read the Nativity account in Luke 2
and Matthew 2. Children love hearing about the
shepherds, the angels, and the wise men. Scripture
will draw them in, and their imagination will focus
on the holy events of the Nativity of Christ.

« Icon of the Feast: Place an icon of the Nativity (or
an icon of Christ) in your prayer corner or even
near the Christmas tree and at the Christmas meal
table. It will help you make the birth of our Saviour
the focus of your home celebration.

Preparing in the parish:

The Nativity Fast, which lasts for forty days before
Christmas, helps us quiet our hearts and simplify our
lives so we can receive Christ. Encourage your family
to attend at least one weekday service during the
Fast or the Christmas break. Coming together for the
Christmas Divine Liturgy reminds children that
Christ’s birth is not just a story from long ago, but a
living reality we celebrate as a community that
belongs to HIm.

Keeping Christ in Christmas

Yes, it sounds cliché, but teach your children that
before gifts are opened, prayers are said. Before
feasts are eaten, the Lord is thanked. These simple
habits help children remember that the greatest gift
we celebrate is not under a tree, but in a manger (and
in our hearts) - Christ Himself.

Faith at Home Challenge:

On Christmas morning, before opening gifts, gather
around the icon corner. Read Luke 2:1-20 together,
light a candle, and say, “Christ is born, glorify Him” as
a family.



THE PROTOMARTYR & ARCH-DEACON
STEPHEN

Saint Stephen the Archdeacon holds a place
of honour in the Church as the first to give his life
for Christ. Chosen by the Holy Apostles as one of
the original seven deacons, he was “a man full of
faith and the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5), dedicated to
serving the needs of the faithful and ensuring they
were not neglected. In this ministry of love and
charity, Saint Stephen reflected the spirit of Christ
Himself, who came “not to be served, but to serve.”

Stephen’s bold proclamation of the Gospel
soon drew the attention and anger of those who
rejected Christ. When brought before the
Sanhedrin, he spoke with wisdom and power,
bearing witness that Jesus is the promised Messiah
and the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets. His
defence is recorded in the Acts of the Apostles. As
he gazed toward heaven, Saint Stephen beheld the
glory of God and the risen Christ standing at the
right hand of the Father. That image strengthened
his heart even as his accusers grew enraged.

Condemned and taken outside the city,
Saint Stephen was stoned to death, becoming the
first martyr (Protomartyr) of the Christian Church.
Yet even in his suffering, he revealed the boundless
mercy of God. As the stones fell upon him, he
prayed for his persecutors, saying, “Lord, do not
hold this sin against them” (Acts 7:60). Among
those present was a young man named Saul, who
would later become the great Apostle Paul.

We honour Saint Stephen as the first martyr
and a model of faithful service, courage, and
forgiveness. His example reminds us that true
discipleship is expressed in love that serves, speaks
truth, and forgives even in the face of hatred.

O NMPQTOMAPTYZ & APXIAIAKONOZ
2TEPANOZ

0 Aylwog XTE@PavOG KATEXEL P EEXWPLOTN
6¢on otmv ExkAncia, wg o mpwtog mov £€8woe
{wn tou yw tov Xploto. EmAéxBnke amod toug
Ayloug AmooTOAOUG WG €vag amd TOUG ETTA
TPWOTOUG SLAKOVOUG, KAl NTOV «AvBpwTOG YEUATOG
miotn kat to Ayto Ilvevpa» (Ilpdgelg 6:5).
Apiépwoe ™ (wn Tou oTn SlaKovia TwWV TOTWV
Kal @poOvTe va pnv moapopedeital kavelg. Me
QUTNV TNV UTNPECIA ayATNG Kol €AENUOOUVNG, O
Aylo¢ ZTé@avog @avépwve To TVELIX TOV {510V TOV
Xplotov, mov 1pBe «OXL yla va uTnpeTtnBel, aAAd
YO VO UTIT|PETN OEL.

To Bappaiéo knpuypa Tov ZTEPAVOL Yo TO
EvayyéAlo oUvtopa TPpoKGAECE TNV 0pPY1| EKEVWV
mou ameppwav tov Xploto. Otav odnynbnke
UTPOooTd oTo Zuvedplo twv Paploalwv, piAnoe pe
co@la KoL Suvapn, papTupwvtag 0Tt 0 Inoovg elvat
0 vTooxoOpevog Meoolag KoL 1 EKTANPWON TOL
Nopov kot twv Ipogntwv. H amoloyia tou eival
kataypappevn otig Ilpaelg twv AmootoAwv.
KaBwg koltals mpog Tov oupavo, o Aylog ETéE@avog
€(6e 1N 608 Tou B0V KL Tov Avaotnuévo XpLoto
va otéketal ota 8e€ld tov Iatpog. Avt i elkova
Tou £8waoe SUVaUT, AKOUT KL EVW 0L KATIYOopOoL TOU
eEayplovovtav.

Katadwaopévog kat odnynuévog €§w amo
™mv mOAN, 0 Aylog Zté@avog AtBofoAnbnke péxpL
Bavatou, kal £TOL €YVE 0O TPWTOG HAPTUPAS
(Mpwtopaptupag) g Xplotavikng ExkAnoiag.
Axoun xal péoa ota Bdoava Tov, PAVEPWOE TO
amelpo €Aeog Tov BOeoV. Kabwg oL ETpeg Eme@Tav
TAVW TOU, TPOCEVXNOMNKE Yyl TOUG SLOKTEG TOV,
Agyovtag: «KUpLe, un KpATOELS QUTHV TNV AUXPTIO
evavtiwv Ttoug» (Ipagelg 7:60). Avdapesocd Ttoug
BplokoTav KL £vag VEOG, ovopaTL XaoUA, Tov
apyotepa £ywe o peyarog AmootoAog MavAog.

TioUpe tov Aylo ZTE@PAVO WG TOV TPWTO
HapTUpA KoL TIPOTUTIO TLOTNG Slakoviag, Bappoug
Kal ovyyxwpeons. To mapddetypa touv pag Bupilet
OTL 1 aAnBuwn pabntela ek@paletal péoa amod pia
Qyamn Tou VUTTNPETEl, AgeL TNV aAnBela xat
OUYXWPEL KON KL UTIPOCTA 0TO HicOG.



You’re Invited!

The Mystery of Love:
Living an Orthodox marriage

in Today’s World

An Online Six-Sesston Marriage Preparation &
Enrichment Course

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS, 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

FIRST SESSION:
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2026

Led by
Father Kosta Tsiolas

Open to all married, engaged, and dating
couples, as well as singles who are

considering marriage.

TO REGISTER:
Please email Father Kosta at fatherkosta@me.com to
register and receive your Microsoft Teams meeting ID and

passcode to join the sessions at teams.live.com




GOD BLESS OUR STEWARDS AND THEIR FAMILIES
“I am the good shepherd; [ know my sheep, and my sheep know me.” (John 10:14)
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26.
27.
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39.
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41.
42,
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48.
49.
50.
51.
52,
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Angie Amorgianos
Steve Amorgianos
Phyllis Amorgianos
Sheila Amos

Joyce Avgeropoulos
Peter Avgeropoulos
Nick Balina
Katerina Biniaris
George Biniaris

. Athena Blieske

. Edric Blieske

. Alex Bradatanu

. Iulieana Bradatanu
. Ourania Biniaris

(Scollie)
Anastasios
Catanzaro

Gus Chimbakis
Helen Chimbakis
Bill Comminos
Angela Damianakos
Athena Damianakos
Bill Damianakos
Vicki Dowhos
Paul Dowhos

Lori Florindo
Maria Forget
Joanne Frisky
Tara Giardetti
Peter Giardetti
Harry Glymitsas
Dimitra Glymitsas
Jennie Hartviksen
Sotirios Hatzis
Theodora Hatzis
Bill Hatzis

Stella Hatzis
Penny Kahramanos
Lisa Kahramanos
Andreas Karanasos
Despena Kargatzis
Faye Karoutas
Nick Koukos

Joyce Koukos
Peter Koukos

Ray Leino

Virginia Leino
Jack Lotsios

Effie Lotsios
George Lotsios
Dolores Maki
Katherine Mayer
Chryssoula Mayer
Smaragde Mellas
Georgina Mellas
Maria Mellas

Bess Melville
Despina
Metsopoulos

. Achileas

Metsopoulos

. Angela Metsopoulos
. Penny Milionis

Maria Morakis

. Florina Nisioiu
. Peter Pantoulias
. Helen Pantoulias

Nikki Pantoulias

. Maria Pavlou
. Jim Pazianos
. Tom Pazianos

Leila Pazianos

. Olivia Pietrangelo
. Sahar Qeer

. Imad Qeer

. Effie Saites

. Maria Sancartier

Katerina Scocchia
Steven Scollie
Marinos
Spourdalakis

. Constantin Todosia

Manuella Todosia
Elaine Tsekouras

. Harry Tsekouras
. Lily Tsekouras
. Constantine

Tsekouras

. Jane Tsekouras

Ahileas Tsekouras

. Paul Tsekouras

. Sylvia Tsekouras

. John Tsekouras

. Daniel Vasiliu

. Christine Vlotaros
. Peter Vlotaros

. Theodora Voulgaris
. Georgina Voulgaris
. Pat Welbourne

Chris Welbourne

. Austin Williams
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Vasilia Amos

Peter Avgeropoulos
Joyce Avgeropoulos
Nicholas Balina
Ourania Biniaris
(Scollie)

Charlie Biniaris
Dimitra Biniaris
Katerina Biniaris
George Biniaris

. Toni Biniaris

. Athena Blieske

. Edric Blieske

. Iulieana Bradatanu

Alexandru
Bradatanu

15.

Anastasios
Catanzaro

. Zach Cordingley

. Sasha Cordingley

. Gus Chimbakis

. Helen Chimbakis

. Bill Comminos

. Angela Damianakos
. Joanne Frisky

. Peter Giardetti

Tara Giardetti

. Harry Glymitsas
. Dimitra Glymitsas
. Jennie Hartviksen
. Bill Hatzis

. Stella Hatzis

. Sotirios Hatzis

. Theodora Hatzis
. Penny Kahramanos
. Lisa Kahramanos
. Faye Karoutas

. Andy Karanasos

. Lori Florindo-

Karanasos

. Despina Kargatzis
. Joyce Koukos

. Nick Koukos

. Peter Koukos

. Ray Leino

. Virginia Leino

. Jack Lotsios

Effie Lotsios

. George Lotsios

. Dolores Maki

. Katherine Mayer
. Chrysoula Mayer
. Maria Mellas

. Georgina Mellas
. Smaragde Mellas
. Bess Melville

. Achileas

Metsopoulos

. Despina

Metsopoulos

. Penny Milionis

. Angela Mitsopoulos
. Maria Morakis

. Nikki Pantoulias

. Peter Pantoulias

. Helen Pantoulias

. Tom Pazianos

. Leila Pazianos

. Olivia Pietrangelo

Effie Saites

. Maria Sancartier
. Katerina Scocchia
. Kosma (Steven)

Sitko

. Vicky Soulias
. Steven Scollie

70.

Please get in touch with Fr. Kosta if there are any errors in this list.

Christina
Skripnikova

. Marinos

Spourdalakis

. Elaine Tsekouras
. John Tsekouras
. Jane Tsekouras

. Constantine

Tsekouras

. Lily Tsekouras

. Harry Tsekouras

. Ahileas Tsekouras
. Paul Tsekouras

. Sylvia Tsekouras

. Daniel Vasiliu

. Christine Vlotaros
. Peter Vlotaros

. Gina Voulgaris

. Theodora Voulgaris
. Chris Welbourne

. Patricia Welbourne
. Austin Williams



Help our church grow!

H

Scan This With Your
Phone Camera and click
the link that pops up

Leave A 5 Star Google Review

This helps new people find us

Directions:

1.
2.
3.
4

5.

Open your camera app on your phone and scan the QR code.
Tap the link that pops up.
Log in to your Gmail account if you aren’t already logged in.

Select 5 Stars and write a review about why you love your Greek Orthodox church, the people
there, or a favourite memory you have.

Tap Submit.

Odnyieq:

1.

2.
3.
4

AvoiEte TNV KAuepa ToU KlvnToU oacg kal okavdapete 1o QR code.
Matnote otov oUvdeouo Tou Ba eudavioTel.
>uvdebeite oto Gmail oag, av dev eioTe 110N ouVdEdEPEVOL.

EruAEETe 5 AOTEPIA KAl YPAYTE HIA KPLTIKA Yia TO yiaTi ayandte tnv EAAnvikn OpB6d0&n
€KKANOla oag, Toug avbpwroug ekel N Hla ayarmuévn oag avauvnon.

Matnote YmoBoAn.



WEDDINGS & BAPTISMS

Our website provides basic information on the
Sacraments. Still, please speak with Fr. Kosta
directly regarding dates, sponsors (Koumbaroi),
preparations, and any other questions about
booking a Sacrament.

Please ensure the church and the Priest are
available for weddings and baptisms before
booking reception venues.

Dates for a Wedding cannot be performed:

e Any evening that comes before one of the Twelve
Major Feasts

 Nativity Fast (Nov. 15 - Dec. 24)

o Great Lent (dates change each year)

e Apostles’ Fast (the Monday after All Saints to
the feast day of Sts. Peter and Paul on June 29)

e Dormition Fast (Aug. 1 - Aug. 14)

e Aug. 28/29 (the Beheading of St. John the
Baptist)

e Sept. 13/14 (the Exaltation of the Holy Cross)

Dates when a Baptism cannot be performed:

e Christmas Day through the Feast of Theophany
(December 25-January 6)

o Holy Week (dates vary each year)

e Great Feast-Days of the Lord

Please note:

« Parents, godparents, couples, and sponsors must
be financially current by paying their stewardship
for the past two years. Please consult our
treasurer. A breakdown of fees and stewardship
amounts is available in this bulletin.

e Brides, grooms, godparents, and wedding
sponsors (koumbaroi) must be in good standing
in the Orthodox Church by being baptized
Orthodox, having their marriages blessed in the
Orthodox Church, and not having participated in
Sacraments outside the faith. Out-of-town
sponsors and godparents require a letter from
their priest confirming their eligibility to
participate in an Orthodox Sacrament.

e Couples must make an appointment to speak
with the priest before booking venues or making
other arrangements.

e Couples with one non-Orthodox partner must
speak with the Priest before deciding to get
engaged or at least a year before booking a
wedding.

FUNERALS

An Orthodox funeral is offered to all who are
baptized Orthodox Christians and are not
canonically impeded from receiving an Orthodox
Funeral Service.

Orthodox Christian funeral customs reflect core
beliefs about life, death, resurrection, and the
eternal Kingdom of God. These traditions honour
the deceased and comfort grieving families,
reinforcing community bonds. The rituals during
an Orthodox funeral express mourning and
demonstrate faith, viewing death as a passage
rather than an end. Understanding the canonical
rules of an Orthodox funeral is essential
beforehand.

MEMORIAL SERVICES

Memorial Services are offered for Orthodox
Christians, typically on the ninth and fortieth days
after death, six months after death, and the
anniversary of death. They are usually held on
Sundays at the end of the Divine Liturgy or may
also be held as separate services on weekdays at
the church or the grave. Please speak with our
Priest if you have any questions regarding Koliva or
to arrange for a Memorial Service.

Items needed for a memorial at the church:

« Koliva (boiled wheat tray) - Recipes can be found
online or through our Priest.

¢ Prosphoro and red wine (Mavrodaphne or a red
dessert wine)

¢ The name of the person commemorated.

Memorials cannot be held on the following

days:

o Feast Days of the Lord (Christmas, Theophany,
Easter, Presentation, Transfiguration, etc.)

o All Feast Days of the Mother of God (Nativity of
the Theotokos, Entrance into the Temple,
Dormition, Annunciation, etc.)

o From the Saturday of Lazarus up to and including
the Sunday of Thomas, which is the Sunday
following Easter.

« Sunday of Pentecost

If you’re planning a Sacrament, making funeral arrangements, or have questions about Sacraments or
Funerals, please don't hesitate to contact Fr. Kosta to arrange a private and confidential meeting.
Waiting until you need to book the church or until someone passes away can lead to unnecessary stress

and complications that can be avoided.




STEWARDSHIP & FEES

We truly appreciate all the financial and
volunteer support our church receives. We
kindly invite you to renew your
stewardship and continue to support our
church with an annual commitment,
ensuring we can thrive together!

The treasurer must receive fees at least two
(2) weeks before a Sacrament or event by
cash, cheque, or e-transfer at
holytrinity@tbaytel.net.

Annual Stewardship (“Membership”)

o Family (couple): $600

« Single Regular Members (Age 18+) &
Seniors: $300/person

« University/College Students: $100

¢ Associate Members (non-Orthodox
spouses): $150

Funerals

« Up-to-Date Members: No Fee

« Not Up-to-Date Members: $300 for each
year of no membership paid, up to 2
years

Hall Rentals
e Members: $150
« Non-Members: $400

Sacrament/Services Fees
Wedding: $250
Baptism: $150

STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION

There are various items our church needs
to restock throughout the year, such as:

e Phosphoro (Bread used for the
Eucharist)

Charcoal disks

Incense

Candles

0il & 0Oil Lamp Wicks

Red Wine for Holy Communion
(Mavrodaphne or other red dessert
wines)

Ways to assist our church in preparing for
major Feast Days and throughout the year:

« Washing the Holy Communion cloths

« Ironing the coverings for the Altar table
and the icon stands.

o Decorating an icon for a major Feast Day.

o Helping organize retreats and events.

Please speak with our priest regarding
your involvement in the church's life.

MEMBERS AND STEWARDS

Who is a Member?
An Orthodox Church member is anyone baptized and
chrismated by its rites, but not all members are Stewarts.

Who is a Steward?

A Steward is a baptized Orthodox Christian aged 18 or older,
self-supporting, committed to their local church, and invests
their time, talent, and treasure to advance the Church's
mission. These commitments embody Stewardship and reflect
active faith, but not every Steward is active.

Who is an Active Steward?

The Active Steward lives their faith by contributing treasure
and time. They attend Divine Liturgy, participate in Holy
Communion and Confession, and offer their talents while
adhering to Orthodox teachings and refraining from
participating in Sacraments outside the Orthodox Church. This
steward is a “member in good standing with the Orthodox
Church.”

What is Stewardship?

Stewardship involves contributing time, talent, or treasure to
our Church without perfection but with active participation. It
is based on biblical teachings that outline the Four
Fundamental Principles of Stewardship:

1. Ownership: God created and owns everything.
Everything we are and have is a gift from God. [Psalm
24:1; Deuteronomy 8:28]

2. Responsibility: We have been entrusted with managing
and administering God’s gifts, making us Stewards.
Therefore, Stewardship is committing ourselves and our
blessings to advance the Ministry of Christ and remain
faithful to Him. [Mt. 25:14-30]

3. Accountability: Having been entrusted with this sacred
responsibility, the Parable of the Talents reveals that
each of us will be called to give an account of how we
managed God’s gifts given to us personally and as a
community. [Mt. 25:14-30]

4. Reward: St. Paul reminds us, "Whatever [we] do, work
it with all your heart as working for the Lord, not for
man since you know you will receive an inheritance
from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are
serving.” [Colossians 3:23-24; Prov. 18:16; Lk. 6:38

Example of a breakdown for weekly Stewardship:

:’r\llszrkr:!e/ Monthly Contribution
10% 5% 4% 2%
$500 $50 $25 $20 $10
$750 $75 $37 $30 $15
$1000 $100 $50 $40 $20
$1500 $150 $75 $60 $30
$2000 $200 $100 $80 $40




COMMON QUESTIONS BY VISITORS OR INQUIRERS

Q: What does "Greek
Orthodox" mean?

The term "Greek Orthodox" may
refer to either the Orthodox
Church as a whole, to the
churches of the Eastern Roman
Empire or "Byzantine" areas, or
to Orthodox Christians of Greek
descent. However, “Eastern
Orthodox” is a more correct
term for the whole Church.
Greek Orthodox also refers to
the style of liturgical rite used in
the Church.

Q: What language are your
services in?

Our Divine Liturgy is conducted
in Greek and English, with
English being the predominant
language. Prayers are said in
English. The hymns chanted by
the cantors are usually balanced
between Greek and English.
Vespers and Matins (Orthros)
are chanted in both Greek and
English. The sermon is given in
English.

Q: Do I have to be Greek or
Orthodox to attend services?
You do not have to be Orthodox
or Greek to attend services.
Everyone is welcome to visit
and inquire about our theology
and liturgical practices. We
often have visitors in our
Church.

* Please note that you must be
baptized as an Orthodox
Christian and in good standing
with the Church to receive the
Sacraments. Our Priest is
available if you have any
questions about attending our
Church. Don't hesitate to
contact him via text or email a
few days before your visit, and
he'll answer you.

Q: What Orthodox worship
service can I attend if I've
never been to one before?

It would help if you spoke to the
Priest beforehand about
attending a service, so you will
be prepared for what to

expect. You're always welcome
to participate in Sunday Divine
Liturgy and speak with our
priest during coffee after the
service.

Q: How will I fit in your
congregation if I'm not
Greek?

You will fit in just fine. Our
congregation comprises people
from diverse nationalities.
Orthodoxy is universal. You do
not need to be Greek to attend
our church. You're encouraged
to come to the church hall for
coffee hour after the Sunday
Divine Liturgy and have a coffee
with Fr. Kosta and the rest of the
congregation.

Q: I'm an Orthodox Christian
but visiting for the first time.
What should I do?

Please inform the Priest that
you are visiting, especially if you
wish to receive Holy
Communion.

Q: Can I speak with the Priest
privately regarding learning
more about the Orthodox
Church?

Of course! Our Priest is available
to speak with you most days and
at all times. Please feel free to
contact him. His contact
information is in this bulletin.

Q: What's the most significant
difference between the
Orthodox Church and other
denominations?

Apart from the liturgical,
theological, and visual
differences, the mentality and
way we approach God, the
Saints, spirituality, and sin differ
from some, if not most,
"Western" theological
approaches. Our approach to the
Bible and Holy Tradition may
vary from one’s experience.
Depending on one’s background,
the above can result in
considerable differences and
significant adjustments for
those exposed to the Orthodox

approach to saints, life, death,
and God.

Q: Can I receive the Eucharist
at Holy Trinity if I belong to
the Oriental (Non-
Chalcedonian) Orthodox
Churches?

Since Thunder Bay is relatively
isolated, if your church is not
located in the Thunder Bay area,
you may receive Holy
Communion upon permission
from your priest or bishop. Our
Archdiocese has granted this
special exemption, as the
Chalcedonian and non-
Chalcedonian churches are still
not in full communion. However,
to make our church your
permanent spiritual home or to
continue receiving the
Sacraments for an extended
period, you must discuss this
with our priest.

Q: Do you rent your church to
other denominations or faith
groups?

We do not rent our church. The
policy is that only our parish
priest can celebrate worship
services unless another
canonical Orthodox Priest is
visiting, has written permission
from his bishop and our
Archdiocese, and has discussed
it with our priest to lead
services.

The church hall is available for
rent, provided the event does
not contradict the spirit of the
Orthodox Christian faith.

Orthodox services can be
overwhelming or confusing for
those experiencing them for the
first time. Feel free to speak with
our Priest after the Service
regarding your experience. We'd
love for you to join us in the
church hall after Sunday’s Divine
Liturgy for fellowship and coffee.



MANY THANKS TO OUR BULLETIN SPONSORS
AND COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS

?rwl@ serving (he Greek Orfhodox Comm:m;(y | H a rbo u rVieW
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Funeral Centre

NEWLY UPDATED & RENOVATED 499 North Cumberland Straet
PARKING FOR OVER 200 CARS e R
2 LARGE RECEPTION HALLS AVAILABLE e e
FOR UP TO 300 GUESTS Cony Kutschke
OPTIONAL RECORDING & LIVE STREAMING Michael it
ON-SITE CATERING @w'&az.;n
@Harbqurview

Catering

by Atbar Memorial

X, (807) 344-5800

H 707 Memorial Avenue
T ! Thunder Bay
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)

Randy Gotziaman Phone: (807) 345-2877
Fax; (807) 344-4995

Our Community is grateful for the

SUPERIOR|RSHORES N IVETIIRIEERETY
GAHING | ] ASSOCATON

Www.superiorshoresgaming.com
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Olivia Pietrangelo JD, is a member in good

standing with the Greek Orthodox Holy
Trinity Church in Thunder Bay. She also
works as a lawyer at Larson Lawyers.

LARSON LAWYERS
SERVICES

e Last Will and Testament
e Powers Of Attorney
e Estates and Probate
e Real Estate

e Notarization

e Family Law

e Incorporations

CONTACT
UsS

( 807-285-7777
@ LarsonLawyers.com

We Do House
Calls & Hospital
Visits!




