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EXPLANATION OF THE WEDDING CEREMONY
THE APPROACH

The Ushering of the Guests
The Lighting of the Candles
The Ushering of the Parents

LIGHTED CANDLES
The lighted candle given to those being united in marriage symbolizes the purity of
their lives, which should shine with the light of virtue and good deeds.

EXCHANGE OF RINGS

The best man exchanges the rings three times, taking the bride's ring and placing it
on the groom's finger and vice ' versa. The rings, of course, are the symbol of
betrothal from the most ancient times. The exchange signifies that in married life
the weaknesses of the one partner will be compensated for by the strength of the
other, the imperfections of one by the perfections of the other.

Rings typify the strong bond of marriage, which cannot be dissolved. The exchange
of rings indicates their mutual consent to share equally in the support and authority
of the household. The putting on of rings is a sincere pledge of faithfulness towards
each other throughouwt life, and is an external sign of an internal decision.

THE JOINING OF THE RIGHT ILINDS

The right hand of the bride and groom are joined when the priest reads the prayer
that beseeches God to "join these thy servants, unite them in one mind and one flesh
The hands are kept joined throughout the service to symbolize the "oneness*' of the
couple.

THE CROWNING

The office of the crowning which follows is the climax of the wedding service. The
crowns are signs of the glory and honor with which God crowns them during the
sacrament. The groom and the bride are crowned as the king and queen of their
own little kingdom, the home, which they will rule with wisdom, justice and
integrity.

Some interpret the crowns used in the Orthodox wedding ceremony to refer to the
crowns of martyrdom since every true marriage involves immeasurable self-
sacrifice on both sides.

THE COMMON CUP

This is the "common cup" of life denoting the mutual sharing of joy and sorrow,

the token of a life of harmony. The drinking of wine from the common cup serves to
impress upon the couple that from that moment on they will share everything in life,
Joys as well as sorrows, and that they are to "bear one another's burdens". Their
Joys will be doubled and their sorrows halved because they will be shared,

THE CEREMONIAL WALK

The circle typifies eternity. By circling around the prayer table, upon which lie the
Book of Gospels and the Holy Cross, the couple signify their oath to forever
preserve their marriage bond. The triple circling is in honor of the Holy Trinity.
Some interpreters consider this walk a religious dance expressing the joy of
matrimony.




EZHIHZIH THE TEAETHE TOY TAMOY

O [pookekinuévor

To Avapa tov Aaurddov
O TNoveig

OL AAMITAAEY

Ot avappéveg Aaprddes mov didovrar oto Levydpt cupforilovy Ty ayvomra ™G
Yoxng 1oV 1 orola Ba Adpumel He To Q¢ TS UPETIG KL TNS KAAMGUVIG,
HANTAAAATH TON AAKTYAIAIOQON

To duxtuvhidt eivor To cdpforo tov appufdve, dniudiy to déoyo tov dvo ot Lo,
O xovumdpog avtalldcoet Te SuKTVAIdL TPEIS YOPES Kot (uTO £xE1 TNV Evvola 6T
Katd v "epiodo Tov culvywon Biov, ot advvapiss Tov evdg Ba avrictabuilovim pe
TIS SUVANELS TOV GAAOL KOL T EACTTOUOTE TOV EVOC HE TNV TEAEIOTITA TOV (ALOV.
Ta daxtvaide yapaxmpilovy Tov wyvpd deopd Tov yépov o omoiog dev Propel va
dvadvlel. To avrdiioyna tov daxtuiduby dniel v cuoPaio cuvevvonon yuw tig
evBiveg xat vroypedoeig Tov omtion. To tépacpa v daxTuldidV sivan éva
e£oTepkd detypa TG ethikpvong apotfaing vedoyeong TicTemg a& OAN T o).

H ENQYIY TON XEPIOQN

To 8e€16 yEpr ™G Vg Kot TOU YaUmPOD EVOVOVTUL T OTIYI ROL 0 1EPERS WEAVEL
*Evaoe ToVg 00AOVG BOV, Evce VTOVS 68 p okEym Ki'éva adpa”. Ta yépw tovg:
TaPapEVOUY evepsve ke oAn m Sudpkeia g tekeic kot cvuPoriler my evomTa -
tov {evyapro.

TO LTEQANOQOMA

H Swdwaoic Tov aTEQaVOUOTOS 1) 00io akoAoVBEL £ivel TO AROKOPHPMUE TNG
tedetic. Ta otéoava sivan Ta odufoia tng d6&ag ko Tyig pe Ta ortoin 0 Oedg Tovg
GTEQAVOVEL KT@ TNV dudprewr Tov puempiov. To Levyog orepavdvetat oo Baciindg
xat Bacitoce Tov dikod Toue fusiieiov, dniadt Tov amriod Toug, To onoio Ha
KuPepvoidv ue copia, dikaoohvn Kat ekepurdtnte. M dAin epunveia tov
OTEQUVOUATOS Elvat GTL 01 VEGVOUQOL YivovTal puipTuped, apol oe KkGde mpaypankod
YAUO CUVETHYOVTEL ApETPITES EVBOVES,

TO KOINO ITOTHPI

To xowé momipr dnidver v apotPaic coppetox 6T xapd Kat oty Avmm e {ong
mov odnyél oy appovikiy cupfinen. ITivovag to kpaoi and to xowd motpL,
dnuovpyel mv evrdnwon oo Levyapr, arnd Ty oty exeivi) Ba powpalovrar Tig
xepée, Tig Abmeg xan Bu anxdvovy o Evag Ta Papn Tov diiov, ot yapé Toug ba
dmAacafovrat kat o1 Abmeg Toug Bu powpdlovrar.

O EOIMOTYIIIKOY XOPOXL

O xOkhog copforiler Ty crovidmta, tepipépoviag yipm arnd v Ayia Tparela
gmive oty ool Ppiokoviar 70 Evayyéiio ko o Tipog Eravpdg, to Levydpr diver
OPKO Vet KPATIGEL TOV JECUEG TOV YEUOV Y1t TAVTE.

O xvKhog yiverar Tpeg gopég mpog Ty mg Ayiag Tpuidog (TMarip, Yidg xat Ayio
[vedpa). H repupopd eriong exepaler ™ yapd tov yauov.




